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Foreword

by the Hon Dr Joseph Garcia CMG MP, Deputy Chief Minister

The border with Spain has long defined relations with
Gibraltar. It marks the physical extent of our territory on
land. This is where Spain ends and where Gibraltar starts
and that will not change going forward.

In looking at the 40th anniversary of the opening of the
border, it is inevitable that this exhibition will look at its
closure as well. When the frontier gates slammed shut
in 1969 it was a nation forming event for Gibraltar. It
marked a before and after.

For hundreds of years after the Treaty of Utrecht
was signed Gibraltar has had border disputes with its
neighbour. The primary antagonist in 1969 was General
Franco the Spanish military dictator who so confidently
predicted that Gibraltar would fall like a ripe fruit after
those gates were closed. He was completely mistaken.
Franco not only damaged Gibraltar-Spain relations but
also caused enormous hurt to his own people in the
region, many of whom still bear witness to the scars
provoked by his regime.

The closure of the frontier happened on a single day, on
9 June 1969. It was, however, the product of a gradual
escalation of tensions which had commenced long before
then. The Spanish restrictions, or sanctions, against
Gibraltar arguably date back to when the Gibraltarians
took the first steps towards self-government with the
establishment of a Legislative Council in 1950. The visit
of HM Queen Elizabeth Il in May 1954 sparked further
conflict with Spain. In response to that visit, General
Franco decreed that there would be no new passes
issued to Spanish cross-frontier workers as from April.

This deterioration of relations intensified throughout the
1960s until the final closure of the frontier by Spain in
1969. What remains ironic is that many of the Spanish
arguments about Gibraltar made at the United Nations
today, still refer to the Spanish red book on the subject
first published by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs under a
military dictator in 1965.

The frontier remained totally or partially closed until
February 1985. General Franco had passed away ten
years earlier, in 1975, which means that the gates were
shut for longer by the democratic transition governments
of Spain than they had been under the dictatorship.

The full opening of the frontier in 1985 was not an act
of charity. It was rather a matter of realpolitik which

was spurred on by Madrid’s desire to join the European
Economic Community (EEC), as it was then, and being
faced with the obvious requirement of lifting the
restrictions against Gibraltar before that happened.

The border opening was delayed and subjected to
several false starts. The reason for this was the demand
from Madrid for something in exchange. This caused
considerable disquiet and downright anger in Gibraltar
when it became clear that part of that price was
negotiations on sovereignty.

So, the United Kingdom threatened to veto Spanish entry
but, in the end, implicitly under the Lisbon Agreement
in 1980 and explicitly under the Brussels Agreement of
1984, put the sovereignty of Gibraltar on the table for
the first time.

This was the background which saw the Spanish gates
swing open on 5 February 1985.

The exhibition touches on the departure of the United
Kingdom and Gibraltar from the European Union as well,
which almost serves to bring the frontier issue full circle.

Brexit is a subject with which | have been closely involved,
both in terms of concluding our exit from the EU and the
negotiation of a future relationship with it. It is relevant
to note that the centrepiece of that treaty will precisely
be the mobility provisions for persons and goods across
the land border between Gibraltar and Spain. The policy
of eliminating frontier controls must partly be seen
against the background of the history of the border as
set out in this exhibition.

I am very grateful to the Government Archivist Gerard
Wood, who has curated this exhibition, and to his
Archival team for their wonderful work on it. They have
sifted through an immense number of sources curating
them to deliver the best possible display of interesting
and relevant information. | know that they have taken
on board the feedback from previous exhibitions and are
now synchronising panel content with this booklet in a
more user-friendly format.

The exhibition covers a period of time which proved to be
a key component in the development of the Gibraltarian
identity.

| hope you enjoy it!
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Introduction

The panels reproduced in this booklet are from the exhibition 40th Anniversary of the Full Opening of the Frontier,
Gibraltar National Archives, John Mackintosh Hall, Main Street, Gibraltar, 15th September - 29th September 2025.

The closure of the frontier by the Franco Government in 1969 was a difficult period for those on both sides of the
frontier and the memory of the event still reverberates in many of those who lived through it. The full opening of the
frontier between Gibraltar and Spain occurred in 1985 and was an important event in the formation of modern Gibraltar.

A new post-Brexit Treaty for Gibraltar involving the frontier demonstrates how important it is to progress as a society
towards a brighter future by avoiding a repetition of the past.

Archivist: Gerard Wood Archival Assistant: Marcelino Linares
Graphic Design: By Colorworks courtesy of Pete Baldacchino, James Boyd, Soren Montgomery & Team
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Section One -

The Gibraltar Frontier
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Welcome to this exhibition to commemorate the 40th Anniversary of the
Full Opening of the Frontier between Gibraltar and Spain. The full opening
in 1985 occurred after a long period of closure since 1969 during which
the Rock was cut off from Spain.

This section will examine:

e British and Spanish views on the location of the frontier.
e The history of the Cross-Frontier worker tradition in Gibraltar.
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In 1704, an Anglo-Dutch fleet captured Gibraltar during
the war of Spanish Succession in the name of Charles Il
(House of Hapsburg) pretender to the Spanish throne who
was contesting the claim of Philip V (House of Bourbon).
Spain later ceded Gibraltar to Britain in perpetuity under
the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713.

Article X of the Treaty of Utrecht states:

“The Catholic King does hereby, for Himself, His heirs and
successors, yield to the Crown of Great Britain the full and
intire propriety of the Town and Castle of Gibraltar, together
with the port, fortifications, and forts thereunto belonging;
and He gives up the said propriety, to be held and enjoyed
absolutely with all manner of right for ever, without any
exception or impediment whatsoever.”*

This wording has led to differing views as to where the
frontier between Spain and Gibraltar begins. Spain claims
ownership of the area of land between the base of the
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Rock of Gibraltar and the Spanish town of La Linea. The
Spanish position is rejected by both the United Kingdom
and Gibraltar.

“Five months after the signing of the Treaty of Utrecht, the
Lieutenant Governor of Gibraltar Congreve ordered his troops
to occupy the Devil’'s Tower, some 100 yards to the north of
the Fortress walls, and the Mill, about 650 yards away on the
Bay side of the isthmus.

When Spain’s commander, Don Andrés Pérez, complained
this was a violation of the Treaty of Utrecht, [Congreve
pointed out that, these distances were within musket range
of Gibraltar’s batteries (the Mill) and cannon range of the
Fortress (Devil’s Tower)]”.>

Later correspondence involving the Rt Hon Earl
of Kimberley in 1880 indicates that the range of a
24-pounder gun fixed the neutral ground.®
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'Ambassador in  Madrid)

However, the British- dispute this.
mterpretatwn claiming, “the Brltlsh Line had in’ no,'

d reiterated the 1845
letter of the Duke of Setomayor that “the Spanish
_Government....deems it lts duty to demand the

“removal of the posts fixed on the Neutral Territory in

which the Spanish Government for its part refrains
from exerusmg any act. of the same or of a similar
nature4

Fmalty, ‘when the British began constructing a
frontier fence in 1908 Spanish “objection was not to
the fence itself but to its actual positioning, which
the Spaniards claimed was in front of the British line
of sentries”®
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GARRISON OF GIBRALTAR,

ORDERS OF THE Sl NORTH FRONT GUARD,

Opsucr—The defence of this portion of the Frontier Line and prevention of unauthorised persons crossing if.
The charge of all property in the District.

This Guard is commanded by a Captain during the night.

1—The Commander of the Guard 1s responsible that the ground in front of his sentrigs’ post is kept clear for 100
yards, and if any difficulty should arise, will at once proceed himself to the spot with a party, The Captaiu may dismount
at 7 a.m. in summer, and 8.30 a.m. in winter, in ordinary circumstanes,

9—No person except the Governor, his family and Staff, the Major-General, and those with them, and Britizh
Offieers in uniform, are to be allowed tocross the frontier line of sentries except by the main road to Spain,

8—Armed parties from Spain =oming within 100 yards of our Lines, are to be halted and detained until the orders
of the Governar are received, & report being immediately sent to his Excellency through the D.A.A. General,

4—No person (British officers exceptod) or goods are to be landed or embarked on either beach by day or night,
pxoept from Men-of-War or Port Department Boats, or under permit from the Port Office. Boats and vessels & ing
ghelter within rifle shot of the beach are to receive protection, any atiacking party been warned off. In cnsce of shipwreck,
assistanoe is 1o be given and property taken charge of, but crews if landed, are to be detained under quarantine rocautions
untouched, until dircetions are received from the Captain of the Port, to whom an immediate report is to be made.

§—The Commander will communicate with the Ofeer Commanding North Front guard should any thing unususl
occur, He will exact the strictest attontion from sentries to their orders, and will frequently visit them by day ond night,

6—He will send ont patrols 20 minutes after 1st evening gun-fire, and again, at least, onee before and after mid-
night, at uncertain hours, directing them to the Waterworks, Crickst Shed -and Cemetery, when ail unauthorised persons
found in the district beforo moruing guo-fire without & permit or unable to give the countarsign are to be arrasted, and
charged with " loitering on the North Front after Ist evening gun-fire without a permit,” the hour of arrest to bo stated in
charge which maust be signed by the individesl making the arrest. He will then investigate the matter as far as he can,
and 1f he finds the charge well founded, will countersign it, and forward the prisoner or prisonors with the charge, and suy
fmpvrt_v Le or they may have in his or their possession, to-the North Front gusrd.  If unauthorised persons or others who

1ave escaped from patrols, or sentries are seen loitering or moving about and cannot be arrestad, he will at once send in-
formation to the Military Police in the Husments, By day, in case of any difficalty with civilians not involving a serious
offence, their names are to be teken and reported fogether with the ciremmstances to the Civil Poliee at the Four Corners.
Should eny civilinn under such cireumstances refuse to give his name, er bo unsbls to understand what is required, he may
be taken to the Police Statron at the Four Coraors fur tlEE purpose of obtaining his namo, and if necessary the Commander
of the gnard will then exereise his diseretion, as to whether they are to be released or made prisoners. Tn all eases of
arrest or detention of civilians, or Spanish soldiers, 8 full report of the circumstance is to bo made to the Delmdw-Gowem].

7—Ha will assist the Military and Civil Police as much as possible, furnishing them with patrols when roquirad,
and will allow no loitevors or vagrants to romain in the distriet.

Tt is tllegad to arvest pervans oubeide the actual line of Britiah sentries ; {f loitoring within the 100 yards limit, day or
night, they should bo warued off. -

8—He will allow 5+ animals to grazo within our lines except under permit signed by the D.A.A.G. or C.R.E.

9—The sentry on No. 4 post is to be withdrawn whilst rifle practice 1s guing on, but is to be re-posted immediatcly
the practioe ceases. The Commander of the gnard iz held mpuusibfo that n quantity of earth is thrown into the latrine
buckets, sufficient to cover any excrement that may be thers, ot least, six times during tour of duty.

10—He has eharge of the hoepital bearer, and is responsible that it is only used in case of actident on the ranges, or
in the vicinity of the guand, Awy damage it may receive from other causes will be charged against the guard in whose
charge it may have been when the dumsge vecurred. The Commander will be particular in noting its cendition wWhen
taking over the guard. - - ; 7

11—He will direct partics with * permits to bury animals " to eross the line of sentries at No. 4 post; but if that
sentry is withdrawn on nccount of firing on the ranges, then at No. L post. The parties must be accompunied by a Military
Policeman, and are only allowed to bury carcases on the beach st high-water mark.

19—He is held responsible that no damage is done to the railings round the gardens attached to the guard | and will
pertify in his guard report that they wers handed over dorrect to the relieving guard. When the Officer is not present hig
room will be kept locked, the Sergeant of the guard being responsible for the eustody of the key and the contents of the
room

1"

13—The reinforcement of 1 Sergennt and fi mon_ togother with the Sergeant of the guard, will be stationed at the
Four Oorners half-an-hour befire st evening gun-fire, and will remain there until sll the people have passedinto Spain
sfter gunsfire.  They will provent any persons diverging from the main road bstween the Four Corners sod the 100 yards
limit, or any person laitering on the road within that imit, The patrol will not extend but remain together, “If men are
seen leaving tho road a fle 1s to be detached to drive them back,  Afier dark the party will patrol on each side of the road
and if necessary detach o file us above.  The civil police have been instructed to aid this patrol. The reinforcement will
afterwards putrol from the W n to the Easteru beach every hour up to 12 midnight, but the patrals will uever go in
front of the line of sentries unless actually required to assist the sentries y warning off loiterers and others who may be
within the T00 yards limit, but not to arrest any person beyand our line ol sentries, or use- foree unless in;self defon
Should the patrol observe Spanish soldicrs or patrels advancing within the 100 yards limit, it will ot onee vetire to the line
of sontries, and report to the Officer of the guard, who will immediately make a roport to the Bededeensmal. The patro]
will be fully srmed, and will gatrol at any time of the night should anything unusual occur, The patrol on dismounting j,
tha morning will eall nt the North Front (iunrd am_l eseort to the Poliee Station at the Four Corners any eivilian prisoner
who may be in confinment under the orders of the Officer Commanding North Frout guard: i rm]uesh.‘i by the Inspeciq,
they wi]{ furthir assistin escorticg the prisoners to the Police Station in Town, | \

*  14—Hentries and patrole if stoned or assauited, or if threatened with fire-arms by men who are ontside the Britis
lipes, are justified in finng ball ca s af their asemilants if unable to drive them off with the bayonel, They
will however on no aceount it o gre range than fifty yards, or at men who even at that range cannof bo recogniseg
as their sssailants; care should be taking to aim low. — An UOfficer will accompany a patrol called out for the assistance ¢f
sentries, The rifles and ammunition of all men coming off y are invariably to be examined, and a cerfificate 4,
{hat effect inserted in guard report. Every case of firing is to bo speeially reported. -The same roles spply for btaerks‘:,;,:
cartridges when these are issued instead of ball cartridges. ¥
15—Property found abandoned is not ta be touched but is {o be left lying on tle ground.

By order,
Colonel,

181190 A-A. Genera),
Instructions for a guard at Four Corners in 1890.
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lllustration by Eduardo Sojo “Democritus”, published in the Spanish satirical magazine Don Quixote. 22nd May 1892.
“Way for a sentry box to work: If you put an English sentry in the sentry box he would gain ground at the expense of Spain.”
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EXTRACT from a Telegram dated 28th, April 1886
from the Governor of Gibraltar to H, . Ambassador at

Madrid,

"We now epndeavour to make persons leaving
"Gibraltar keep to the road but as the British line
"is open and is 1,200 yards in length, I shall be
"prepared to put up 8 wire Tence in order to prevent

"smugglers Trom breaking through the lines of sen=-

"tries as the Spaniards have done on their side,"

Telegram about the introduction of
a wire fence to deter smuggling.

The original of the foregoing Extract will he.found in
file marked "Commercial Relations w”{h Spain,1896-97",

pj"_ (F Ereie”
ASEt.Co..Sﬂd}etary.
B/B/O8
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This image from the 1900s shows frontier workers
crossing from Gibraltar to La Linea.

Two English visitors to Gibraltar documented the
daily opening of the frontier with Spain in 1880:

“in stream the most varied crowds you can
imagine: tobacco-cutters and cigar-makers (a
very large number); butchers, bakers, messengers,
charcoal-burners, etc., with their broad-brimmed
hats, embroidered vests, and knee-breeches, their
faces as dirty as their donkey-trappings; vegetable-
carts and barrows; in fact, every article for a large Lt
market. These all have to wait outside the gate of s i At
the neutral ground until the gun is fired, then you kers c1930
can imagine the stream of three or four thousand,
all going in one direction to their different callings”.

In the evening gunshots took place to indicate that
the fortress gates would soon close and cross-
frontier workers as well as Gibraltarians, who could
not afford to live in Gibraltar, would leave.'?

Later upon construction of the frontier fence in
1908, the gates closed at midnight and re-opened
in the early morning.*®

and in Irish Town c1925
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' ¢. 1903 Postcard of the Spanish frontier fence next to the Spanish Customs
House at the northern end of the Neutral Ground.
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Cross-frontier workers have long been an important part of Gibraltar's economy. At the Gibraltar
National Archives, we find records of hawkers dating back to 1925. Most of these hawkers were
from La Linea selling their wares in Gibraltar such as Bread, Charcoal, Chocolate Pastries, Eggs,
Fish, Fresh Flowers, Fresh Water, Fruit, Haberdashery & Embroidery, Herbs, Milk, Moorish Leather
Goods, Olive Oil, Olives, Poultry, Tin Ware, Vegetables and Whip Makers & Vendors.
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Frontier c. 1930 vehicle being checked by Gibraltar Police on entry to Gibraltar.

The taxi and bus stop outside the La Linea customs house c. 1930. The buses were allowed to run a
service from the Customs House at La Linea to the marketplace outside Casemates Gates in Gibraltar.

14 40th Anniversary of the Full Opening of the Frontier Exhibition



Road going on the causeway past La Laguna (Lake
Chad) to the Cross of Sacrifice and then past the
Victoria Gardens to the frontier with the Neutral
Ground and La Linea beyond. c. 1930s.
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Section Two -

The Frontier Closure
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The closure of the frontier was a difficult period for many on both sides
of the frontier and has been described as the 15th siege of Gibraltar.>

This section will examine:
e Events leading up to the frontier closure in 1969.

e The effect that closure had on the local community in Gibraltar and
workers across the border in La Linea.
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From the late 1720s in Gibraltar, following the treaty of Utrecht, there was a growing realisation of the need for a
civic authority to address local issues of refuse collection and paving. Thus, in 1865 the Sanitary Commissioners was
established. This would eventually evolve into a partly elected City Council in 1921.% Following this trend towards
greater self-government in Gibraltar a Legislative Council established in 1950 gave Gibraltarians a greater say in their
destiny. However, General Francisco Franco Dictator of Spain at the time had long held an irredentist view of Gibraltar
that the true population of Gibraltar resided in San Roque where the population of the fortress still loyal to Philip V
had decamped in 1704.242> Franco began a policy of coercion and restrictions at the frontier after the establishment
of the Legislative Council in Gibraltar in 1950.2¢

«<New Constitution: The Gibraltar Legislative Council Order in Council 1950.

Gibraltar & Gazette “The Duke of Edinburgh’s affection for the Rock brought him back on
several unofficial visits throughout the 1950s. Indeed, his signature

EXTRAORPINARY

appears as a casual Philip in the 1955 visitor book of the Royal Gibraltar
G e Yacht Club, of which he is the Admiral’- The Hon F Picardo KC MP,
oL B8 GIUERALTAR—Thurssay, 0th March, 1058 wal. 1L ChIEf Minister, 2017
Tha fotloing Norificsnon ts, by i wf His Esvellancy the G

b o gl inferetieiin g JHis Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh visit seen below with
" Colowisl Secratery. Governor Sir Kenneth Anderson to inaugurate the Gibraltar Legislative

Council 23rd November 1950

Grvemment Notise Mo, 198,

His Fxoellency the Governor direscts the publieation for geneeal infora
tinm ol the [ollowing deoumenis:—

Thi Chlsealiar | Legishative Comneil| Order in Conneil, 1650,
Latinrs abent passel undes the Creat Seal of the Bealm constitmiing th
"t '"o?m‘..}'cﬁf,.....' il CommanderimGhiel of Gibraltar and muking

eertnin provisions for the Government therool, alaned 2ch Febimary,
150, A
i cal i i he
Instractions passed mmder the Roval Sign Manusl amd Sigaee o o
riuw-r-mrl il Commaniderin Chief of the Ciny amil Carrisnen of G .
tar ated 261 Febraary, 1950

. hirrwise exprosly
Tt will Be oheorveid that all thres Tastrameets, save @& oth e
srovidadd thieln, sre 1o o into lergs with pffeet from a doy 1o be appainted

v Prackansatian of His Excellency the Governor.

This proclamation will fmur in dug sourse wud ot soch fime os gy b
eemed rtl:m-.-ni—m Tt ie nut hawessr proposd 1o appoint _rJ:’=1dur lﬁﬂ' r':':
eoming into force of the Ingtruments sbore cited unl o Fuil _I-!I .&"llhr
the ynaotment of on Cedinnsce wlich it is -:v;p-d\-_l!l.e-i o dh.-h in dralt in m:
iveat Tugirs, den ling with Elvotions and e c?gnllﬁrjmrms vilirs,
the lalitiog of Eleciions to the Logislative il

2k Ml 1950,
(NP, 5 006G (41}

The British Governor's monopoly of legislative authority ended only in 1950, with the establishment of a legislative
council. Bills were passed on the ‘advice and consent’ of the partially elected Legislative Council, a moderate concession
to self-government.
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His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh and Governor Sir Kenneth
Anderson sit with members of the Legislative Council. 23rd November 1950.
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In the years following, the establishment of the Legislative Council, Gibraltar made further steps towards self-
governance. The Association for the Advancement of Civil Rights (A.A.C.R.) a political party established in 1942
was particularly instrumental in lobbying for rights for Gibraltarians. Under the leadership of Chief Member of the
Legislative Council Joshua Hassan, the A.A.C.R. continued to press for constitutional reform and for a local system of
ministerial self-governance in September 1963.?° This was important, as Gibraltar had been on the United Nations list
of “Non-Self-Governing Territories” since 1946 following the decolonisation efforts post-World War 2.3° The United
Nations Committee of 24 in July 1963 had called for Gibraltar to be decolonised. Spain a United Nations member
since 1955 declared an interest and would take part in the proceedings. At the Committee of 24 session, Hassan
accompanied by Peter Isola (his political opponent) reasserted Gibraltarian’s right to self-determination; Spain on the
other hand reiterated its case based on territorial integrity.3!
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A referendum held in 1967 cemented Gibraltarian’s wishes to

remain British. Of a 95.8% turnout 12,237 cast their vote, of

which 12,138 voted for Britain and only 44 for Spain, with 55
spoiled ballot papers.®

g 1E L

Peter Isola and Joshua Hassan on their
Triumphant return from the U.N. in 1963.

Progress towards self-governance continued in Gibraltar despite Spain’s protests and in September 1964, Joshua
Hassan became the first Chief Minister. Restrictions at the frontier were gradually having an economic effect. “The fall
in trade [in Gibraltar] generally during 1965 was estimated at 40 per cent. Britain had to rescue the budget with an
outright gift of £100,000 [an approximate value of £1,659,527.91 in 2025] that is £4 [£66 in 2025] per man, woman
and child in the place.”** Following this the United Nations issued their verdict Resolution 2353 in 1968 which denied
the validity of the referendum of 1967 and as a result Spanish pressure continued to build at the Frontier.?”
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«In the 1950s Spanish Cross Frontier workers enter
Gibraltar to work every day.

“[the Spain-Gibraltar frontier] [is] not [a] normal frontier
but merely a police and traffic control post between the
city of Gibraltar and [...Campo de Gibraltar]“ -Spanish
Ministry for Foreign Affairs to US Ambassador in Madrid
23rd Feb 1963.%8

J Driving into Spain a Gibraltar registered car crosses the
frontier c1960

“The severity of the economic differences between
Gibraltarand the Campo [Campo de Gibraltar: surrounding
Gibraltar in Spain] was at all times the principal engine
for cross-frontier interaction. In terms of the legitimate
economic relationship between the two communities,
the frontier marked the dividing line between a relatively

wealthy, urban economy in need of goods and labour
for the maintenance of fortress, naval base and colony;
and on the other side a relatively poor, rural economy,
bereft of employment opportunities.... [This] economic
disparity...led to economic interdependence [between
the two communities].4°

Gibraltar Workforce

5051 4987 4776 4745 4518 4385 4274

1359 1157 1228 1302 1253 1238 1351
m 8290 8146 8414 8116 7847 7244 7692
4498 4132 3944 3711 3549 3534 3320

19198 18422 18362 17874 | 17167 16401 16637

41

We can see from the above table that there was a gradual decline in labour particularly amongst Alien (or Spanish) men.

As from May 1952, all Spanish workers were required to join the Spanish Syndicate if they wished to have their frontier
passes approved.

“Spanish labourers in Gibraltar were notoriously paid less than their Gibraltarian and British-born colleagues [although
they earned better money than in the Campo de Gibraltar]. In the Royal Naval Dockyard, there were three sets of
toilets - one for the British, one for the Gibraltarians and one for the Spanish workers, each set being substantially
inferior to the last”.#?

Seizing on any form of cross-frontier resentment, strikes by Spanish workers in Gibraltar were encouraged by the
Franco regime despite the irony that strikes were illegal in Spain at the time. Furthermore, a Spanish propaganda
campaign aired the view that “the civilian population of Gibraltar...[were]...exploitative employers and smugglers.”+?
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EVOLUCION DE LA OCUPACION DE TRABA
JADORES ESPANOLES EN GIBRALTAR
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Evolution of the employment of Spanish workers in Gibraltar - Spanish statistics on the decline of workers in Gibraltar.

Tensions flared between Gibraltar and Spain when Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il was set to visit Gibraltar on her
Royal Tour in May 1954. As from April 1954, Franco decreed that there would be no new passes issued to Spanish
cross-frontier workers for Gibraltar. This led to a gradual decrease in the number of cross-frontier workers each year
until 1969 when 4,666 men were withdrawn as a consequence of Spain finally closing the frontier on the 9th June,
1969. The demand for labour following the withdrawal of the Spaniards was met, to a considerable extent, by workers
who came to Gibraltar for employment and by local labour working longer hours or taking up dual employment. Many
United Kingdom citizens who came for the summer season were also helpful, especially during the initial period of
readjustment. A major difficulty encountered in accepting numerous offers of work received from Britain and elsewhere
was the lack of accommodation.** In the Gibraltar 1969 financial report (below) one of the reasons behind the rise in
expenditure was that of accommodating imported labour.

TAEL LWL E LR VEIAEL S, AIAME ek R

24. There was an increase of approximately 69 under Department-
al Other Charges which was mainly due to the following items: —

(i) cost of accommodation of imported labour which became neces-
sary on the withdrawal of Spanish labour during the year —
£11,243 (Head VII—Subhead 14);

i 46
fi n olamrans wata of dcona nf anallasatad ctarae dua $a the eurtail.
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Y SPANISH RESTRICTICNS

Cctober 1664
People from Gibraltar prevented from taking out fruit,
vegetables, eggs and neat purchased in Spain.

Visitors from the Costa del Sol shopping in Gibral tar made to
pay heavy and arbitrary customs duties on goods purchased in
Gibraltar. 3

Passengers in the B.Z.A. buses to the Costa del Sol required
to get out of the bus at the Customs Post at San Roque. In some
cases female tourists physically searched by female searchers there

November 1064

£11 vehicles entering or leaving Spain at La Linea including
B.E.A. buseg delayed for about 1 hour each in the Customs Bay.
Delays in the queue of up to 10 hours and discourtesies virtually
brought® vehicle traffic to a standstill.

: Spaniards c¢l6%ed thedr side of the frontier at 11.30 p.m.
instead of the normal 01.00 hours.

_December 1064

All applications for the export of goods from Spain to
Gibraltar which were previously dealt with by Regional Office of
the Ministry of Industry and Commerce and granted without delay now
referred dire«t to a new special section of the Ministry of Foreian
Afrairs. Applications submitted for expori of sherry, timber and
dolls to Gibraltar refused, .

Further export permits for export of shoes, leather goods,
toys and sacramental wine refused.

Refusal of export permits extended to all goods except fruit,
vegetables and fish.

fis a result of delays on vehicles and B.E.A. buses Bland

Company suspended self-drive car business and B.Z.A. services to

Costa del Sol. .

Interference with vessels.bringing supplies to Gibraltar by
sea Ifrom Tangier started.

Januarv/March 1965

The delays on cars entering Gibraltar increased to two hours.
Cars entering Spain still delayed for an hour.

Permits for expert of Christmas trees for churches and
hospitals in Gibraltar refused.

Spanish authorities informed all persons living in the Canmpo
area using passports to come to Gibraltar to work or on business,
that as from l1lst February they would noilonger be allowed to do so.

Supplies of oxygen to hospitals in Gibraltar refused.
British subjects with permits to reside in the Campo area and

coming in daily to Gibraltar on workers passes informed that thei.
workers passes would be cancelled on 7th March. About 1,000
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Gibraltarians and others moved into temporary accommodation ire
Gibraltar.

Gibraltarian British subjects who have been issued with U.K.
passports by Consulates in Spain marked "issued on behalf of the
Covernment of Gibraltar'" were refused passage of frontier on the
grounds that Spain no longer recognises the validity of passports
issued on behalf of the Government of Gibraltar. Passports issued
in Gibraltar by the Governor in ex=rcise of the Royal Prerogative
refused by Spaniards if signed by or on behalf of "Permanent
Secretary" or '"Chief Secretary'.

Supplies of sand and building materials finally atopped.

All motorized goods vehicles leaving Spain for Gibraltar wera
stopped. A number of Gibraltar residents refused entry into Spain.

November 1965

The apanlsh labour force working in Gibraltar forbidden to
take into Spain merchandise of any kind, including tobacco, cigaret:.
and groceries.

January 1966

Spanish workers in Gibraltar no longer allowed to cross the
frontier on motor cycles or bicycles.

British subjects and foreigners living permanently or
temporarily in nearby Spain informed that they would no longer be
allowed te take goods purchased in Gibraltar across the La Linea
frontier.

July 1066

British Military Aircraft were banned from over-flying through
Spanish airspace.

August 1966

Spanish female workers were prohibited from entering Gibraltar.

October 1566

School children coming into Gibraltar via Algeciras were
informed that they would not be able to do so on their special
school passes but would be able to come on their passports.

Travel agencies in the Costa del Sol have been forbidden to
organise tours to Gibraltar.

Spanish authorities have published a bulletin abolishing the
present customs post at La Linea and replacing it by a third class
Aduana dependent on Algeciras.

April 1967
Spain declared a prohlblted air zone designed to interfere
with access to Gibraltar by air.
ay 196&
Frontier closed to all except upanlardq working in Gibralta:
and permanent civilian residents af Gibraltar authorised to cros-
by the opanlsh authorities.
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Source citing the gradual imposition of restrictions at the frontier.*

July 1968
Harassment of passengers on the Algeciras ferry.
June 1669
Withdrawal of the Spanish labour force.
Withdrawal of the Algeciras ferry.
Cctober 1969

Severance of all telephone and telegraph links between
Gibraltar and Spain.

47

This account directly above is taken from an Occurrence Book at the Gibraltar frontier it states:

At 10:45pm on the 24.10.66 a crowd of about 100 persons gathered near the Police and Revenue Building to witness
the closing of the Spanish Frontier Gates. This was done as usual by the Spaniards at 11:30pm - the closing was done the
crowd- receiving it with singsongs and slogans. No incidents to report. T.V. and Radio were present at the closing. - COP
[Commissioner of Police] D/COP [Deputy Commissioner of Police] and Police Reserve in attendance. Shortly after midnight
crowd began to disperse.

Following mounting pressure at the frontier “in 1969, the British government started constitutional talks with Gibraltar,
after which Gibraltarians were provided with significant self-government”#’ Prior to the frontier closure on 9th June in
1969 the Gibraltar Constitution was enacted on 30th of May of the same year. In its preamble it stated that the British
Government will not alter the status of Gibraltar without the consent of the people of Gibraltar.®® This step towards
greater self-government for the people of Gibraltar was not well received by the Government of Spain of the time and
eventually led to a closed frontier.

*Please note that B.E.A. stands for British European Airways (later merged to form British Airways) operating in Gibraltar

40th Anniversary of the Full Opening of the Frontier Exhibition 23



Local Women Push Back

Looking to improve conditions for women locally the
Gibraltar Housewives Association (now known as the
Gibraltar Women'’s Association) was founded in 1966
by members Violet Baker, Mrs Ramirez, Angela Smith,
Mariola Summerfield, Magda Picardo, Dorothy Scott-
Stevenson and Brenda Llambias.>!

Reacting to a background of increasing hostility from
Spain the Gibraltar Housewives Association had the
idea of organising a petition for HM Queen Elizabeth
Il “requesting her assurance on the perpetual retention
of British Sovereignty over the Rock and its people
in Gibraltar”. The Association organised a table in the
piazza with volunteers on duty from 9am to 7pm to
collect signatures from the public. “Within 3 days, 7999
signatures were collected: The whole of the female
population of voting age”. Despite men being very willing
to sign only women'’s signatures were collected.>?

After flying to London on the 19th of March 1966,
members Angela Smith and Mariola Summerfield were
initially disappointed at their reception for the petition.
The Colonial Secretary had demanded that they hand the
petition to him personally rather than HM the Queen.
Not allowing this to dissuade them they told the Colonial
Secretary they would “take [the petition] back to Gibraltar
under protest or burn it in Trafalgar Square in the presence
of the press”. Thanks to their perseverance they were
received by Her Majesty’s Private Secretary at his private
office on the 23rd of March where he relayed a message
from HM the Queen of regret at not having been able
to receive them in person. Having handed in the petition
they returned to Gibraltar where they were greeted with
jubilation by locals as well as Chief Minister and Mayor
Joshua Hassan. The next day they were received by His
Excellency the Governor Sir Gerald Lathbury.>3

24
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“The Spanish authorities have now completely closed the land frontier with Gibraltar. About 4,600 Spanish day workers with
jobs in Gibraltar are now prevented by their own Government from following the employment they have had, in the majority
of cases, for many years. | understand that the Algeciras ferry is still running. The Spanish communiqué issued on Friday,
6th June, referred to the new Constitution of Gibraltar, published there on Friday, 30th May, as being in: “open disregard of
United Nations resolutions and contrary to the Treaty of Utrecht”. The new Constitution, however, does not entail any change
in Gibraltar’s international status. It provides for the devolution of a greater degree of responsibility in domestic matters to
Gibraltar Ministers. We have, of course, been in close touch with the Governor over these latest developments. His reports
indicate that the people of Gibraltar have remained calm. The Governor is confident that essential services will be maintained.
There are bound to be temporary difficulties, with the withdrawal of about 30 per cent of the labour force, but steps are
being taken to deal with the shortage of labour in the private sector and hotels are expected to import staff. | am glad to say
that the report of Lord Beeching and Lord Delacourt-Smith on Gibraltar’s manpower problems has now been presented to
the Governor. As the Governor has said, Gibraltar's watchword is “business as usual’. It remains the declared policy of Her
Majesty’s Government to support Gibraltar and we will continue to sustain its people.” - The Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs for the United Kingdom (Michael Stewart) Hansard 9th June 1969
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COMFIDENTIAL

HEFORT OF THE MANPOWER MISSION TO GIERALT

INIRSDUETION
The terma of refersnce of the Misslon,

"To review Gibrultar's manpowsr requiremnents taking
aecount of futurs developments®

werd 85 9rief as to be broudly olear and clearly bread, We interprated thes
brpadly, in that we ecnsidered it necossary to form an opinion absut the faaai-
bility of developmant plans, even in the absénce of & manpower shortage. We
did so, partly becwuse we did not wish to strive to meet a demand which might
pot saterizlize, but also beeause developments whiah 1d otherwise be possible,
even Af laeza than those at present eontemplated, might have to be restricted
bepauss of an inability te solve the very intractabls mappower ddfficultics.

Our ot ject was %o consider ways of sustainding and improving the
Gibraltarlan standard of living, in the face of covious diffioultiss, by dater-
mining how the labour foree likely to be available could best be used in
Gibrultar's pesuliar situstion.

THE EXCEPTIONAL MANPOWER SITUATTON IN SIBHALTAH AND ITS EGONONY
afonony of Gihralter ig axcaptional be @, for o long tina past,

itn mein aource of income has been payments fron the U X, for the purposs of
mAintaining the Rock oz a naval base and fortress, but more particularly because
itz min sourse of labeur has boan & daily flow of Sphniards aoross the frontier.
The musbar of Spanish workers, which was &g hign as 15,000 at the end of the was,
bad fallen to sbout 9,800 (7,200 males and 2 females] by 1963 = including
Frobably about 550 Spanish men living in Gibreltar on passperts and sbout 300
fomile roaidant domestic ssrvanta = but 4t has now beccms s subatantially all=
8als labour foroe of arvund 5,000 coming scross the frontier, 3y contrast, the
eorresponding Gibraltariss insured sale labour foree®, which ia fairly static,
but declining rather than growing, 1s just over 4,000, The total Gibraltarian
sals popylation of employable age is estimated to be 7,000 and, of the remaining
3,000, about 1700 are in salaried ssployment with salarfes over £500 p.a., and &
Zarge, but unknown, proporticon of the remaining 1300 are self-esployed as owners
of smELl businesses, s company direetors, or in scwe profeasiorsl capasity.

Thls situation hag allowed Cibraltar to develep u much larger econcmy
thar its own population eould support and, accemtumted by wame differentials in
faveur of resident workers, has snabled Gibraltarisns to benafit frem the pursult
of a disproportionately high mmber of the more resunsrmtive actirvities in an
Boonomy of such o gize apd nature. s a regult, nltnqug\ wage levals are rather
l8sa then jalf those in the U.K., and although & asaller proportion of the popus

lation in employed, the average gross income per head of Gibreltarisss, at around
£330 poa,, is Tolatively high compared with a U.X, figure of about £600 p.a.

The vulnerubility of thie pesition is obvisus,
Wage sarnava and sAlAried smployeea witi incomes of Léss than £

i

CONFIDENTIAL

“The Beeching Report, which we are in the process
of studying, appears to run very much in line with our
views. It contains a number of guidelines that could be
very useful to us, for the gradual reshaping of our society,
in order to meet our economic needs and improve the
quality of life in Gibraltar. Basically, it is a question of
transforming a low wage, low productivity economy to a
high wage, high salary, high productivity economy, and to
achieve this we may require both financial and technical
help from Her Majesty’s Government. This is perhaps
one of the best and most lasting ways for Her Majesty’s
Government to support and sustain Gibraltar.”

- Hon. Major R. J. Peliza Gibraltar House of Assembly
Hansard 28th August 1969

<Robert J. Peliza was the founder of the pro-integration
movement. The movement was conceived in 1965 as an
attempt to further integrate Gibraltar with Britain and
thus improve links. Peliza served as Chief Minister from
1969 to 1972.

The Beeching report or Report of the Manpower Mission
to Gibraltar was compiled by Lord Beeching and Lord
Delacourt-Smith. It was an analysis of what could be
done following the devastating labour shortages that had
resulted from the Spanish restrictions on cross-frontier
workers.

The report notes that the progressive tightening of
frontier controls had an impact on revenue. The report
offers a unique insight into the different types of labour
that were withdrawn.

The Report ends by stating:

“We do not underestimate the magnitude, complexity,
or delicacy of the task which confronts the people of
Gibraltar in the situation in which circumstances have
placed them. However, we could not conclude this report
without saying that the impression which was made upon
us by the civic consciousness, spirit, and resource of the
people of Gibraltar, gave us confidence that, with good
leadership and sound policies, this very demanding task
can be accomplished.”

Privete Consumption Exponditure
Touriats
Bhips' Grews
Othar*

Goverrment and City Council
Conmmption Bxpenditurs

U.K, Goverment Departments Expenditure

Fixed Capital Formation

Exporte (Recordsd)

Inporta

Kat factor incoms from abroad

Gross National Product at markst prices
less indirect taxas

Grosa Naticnal Product at faotor
cost

® Includes spending in Gihrsltar by U.K. personnel employed by the
Service Departssnts (including ths Dosiyard) sstimated st
£0.4 millten in 1963 and £0.45 million in 1967, by Spanish
warkers - £1.0 million in 1963 end £0.1 =illion in 1967 - and by
Morcoean workers, £0.2 willien in 1967, 57
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Madrid, martes 10 de jug

- GIBRALTAR,

Gibraltar amanecié ayer “como una cindad muerta”. Desolacién e incertidumbre por la falta
ﬁ.imobquﬂdnhlumuymdhdghuﬂmdddumhgoﬁmmdp]amaeh

medida ante ia coml la fema dritdnica brillé por su susencia. En la foto de ln in
qnienh, vemos &l vitimo de los obreros espaficles que abandond el Pefidn. En la otra foto,
tranguflos ¥ rientes, dos espaiioles llevan herramientas y enseres por las calles de La Linea

58

“Gibraltar, Desolate” reported in Arriba (the Spanish Newspaper of the Falange)® just after the frontier closure on 9th June 1969

Spanish frontier workers leaving Gibraltar, many had lost
their livelihood. The result of the closure on the Spanish
side was: “miles de personas emigraron a Cataluna, otras
a Bélgica, Suiza, Alemania, Francia o Reino Unido. Para
tratar de subsanar el daio, el Gobierno de Franco crea
los polos industriales en los municipios vecinos de San
Roque, Los Barrios y Algeciras.”®* “Thousands of people
migrated to Catalonia, others to Belgium, Switzerland,
Germany, France and the United Kingdom. To try to
correct the damage the Franco Government created the
industrial estates in the local municipalities of San Roque,
Los Barrios and Algeciras”. Additionally, hundreds of
families were separated by the closure with relatives on
both sides of the border.5?
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VICESECRETARIA
NACIONAL DE
ORDENACION

OEPARTAMENTO DE INFORMACION«MADRID«TELEFONOD 2387000-2027

National Deputy Secretary of Social Planning. Department of Information. Madrid.
The Spanish workers will not return to Gibraltar.
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2.509 gibraltareiios trabajerdn
horas extraordinarias

LA LINEA, 11. Sir Joshua Hassan scgun Radio wiorallar, presidié ayer una
reunidn de su Gabinete. Al final. 8 guisa de comunicado, se hizo la recomendacion
de que se unan todos los gibraltarenns para resolver (a8 crims. Dice la emisora que
dos mil auinientos fAvenes miemhbrns del partidn inteeracionista con [nglaterra,
han estam sus firmas para trabajar hora: extranrdinarias.

-

® Para suplir a zapaleros y peluqueros

En los periddicos gibraltarenos se inseritan hoy anuncins curioses, como el que
ofiece suelas de sapafns «que se apliran al calsado <in conocimientns de zapateros, o
¢l que pone a8 la venta una moderna manuina para arregiar el peio al precio de
¢inen rhelines — unas cuArenta pesetas- Asimismo se ha anunciade que, en dias
sucesivos. se venderan también diversos articulns

—sin  rspecificar cudles— que
vendran a suplit la carencle de mano de obra.

(Citra.)

Los datos que he cb- problema p | a nteado.
tenide sobre la pobla- Es conveniente fijar-
cion trabajadora espa- se, al ver las distintas
nola de Gibraltar, y actividades que cu
que ofrezco a continua- brian, en el problema
cion, pueden ayudar a de mano de obra con
comprender bien la que hoy se han encon-
magnitud y caracteris- tr ado los habifantes
ficas especiales del del Pendn. e

The Census of the Unemployed on the Spanish side of
ACTIVIDADES the Frontier 16-06-1969.

Se especifican alguras de ellas, pero no todas. 4462 of the Spanish workers who lost their jobs were
IR = i i e 1.556 married and would have had families to support.
Carpilfhnu 368 3941 workers were over 40 years old and may have
Pintores 219 struggled to find new employment.

Camareros y barmen ... ... ... .. ... 145
Elocivicisids ... ... ... ... ... ... civ con e 9%
RESIDENTES |
La Linea ... ... ... 3.895
Algeciras ... ... 501
San Rogque 353
Los Barrios . o 29 |
TOTAL 4778 |
ESTADO CIVIL
Casados ... 4.4862
Solteres ... 3 212
Viudos .. - P Lo 104
EDADES
De 20 a 39 anos . S i 837
Ds 40 a 54 anos . 2.576
De 55 a &4 anos .. 1.107
Mas de &4 anos .. R T .
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2500 Gibraltarians work extraordinary hours to make up for the labour shortages 03-06-69.
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BUILDERS ARRIVE

By Evening Pest Raperter

A fhres-man team frem the MPBW, flown
oul at siwrt neflce fo sfudy reorganlsation
preblams fellawing te Spanish iaboar with-
drawal, were of the oplolen af a press conde
lanca feday thal tha presant ituation has
Immediate disadvantages and leng ferm ad-
vantages,

Ten MPBW builders
huve arived
from the UK sod first
estimates soggest that
ander 100 workers will
have to.be flown over
from UK. About 150

s UWE GAN
TAKE IT,

FIANCD E

ONS ABYLA 'A

ON
E——— 3
SUNDAY
P

An  extraordingry
Gengryl  mesting has
been  called by the
Tronsport and Gensral
Workers Wnion 6o exo-
ming the present lo-
bowr sitpation brought
aboul by the lztest

Spanish umhug-’(i '-“'t
inat Cribealf
Empmul lFr ': I8 RA

towards nfenwrdmg
aur infarests a8 o free
and democralic com-

munity,

Tha meeting, af
\ehich all workers are
bolng  inviled,

place af tha Quean's
Cinema  on Sunday ol
11am.

CITY

COUNCIL
MEETS

The City Council met
this afterncon as usual,

w\mkn happily af work wrder Mr Rodrigueg superuizon,

LTAR

Phota Mednews

the
post
says
LET’'S
GET
oN
WITH IT

The Beaching Report
arrived with the with-

Spanish inforn=fion services have
Ill"ll been gloating over the difficulties
in Gibraitar fellowing the with al of the
Spanish tabour force, They upm fo derive
great in fhat
Gibrattar is paralysed, is mﬂ: -givicken,
What & sharp con- 1
wast 1o Gibraltar and 2! ol E,’:._‘,‘,,‘,:f_r,;’,.
its  people‘icho hove "o 0 over the

shown nothing but
fowr  years. Nothing
DATNIA RS o e 0w will  bying us down 6n

e 4,730 ouwr knees. In Gibral-
ﬁwds WMJMM m tat  loday we are all
thrown oul bf secire standing up ord fight-
and walbpaid bsdy. T off, with coura
the metion  of their
oun G overkment,

But even if the si
tuation in  Gibrallar

this loest Spanish
aetion o cripple
olr economy, 1o lower

drawa 1 ish i
ilhml on m:llsa'l:. were a3 baded the :ﬂ gmfmm:ﬁ::ﬂ
What a calncidancal [ Spanishl  information mnfurol:u un?eluos
And what a piny. services make it oul Wi are Al afrﬂi;i'
A plty hacausa the [ 2 Do, our message 8 o iy a1
Report sets outpro- | General Franco and §5 GlR U 108
cisely how weshould [ Bis Government oY g Cumm; Aren! There
tackle the labour pro- J| would still be ‘{"E s calm  there and
lem given the natural an.}ne.' WE CAN TAK everyoni, as the Mawor
wistage of the Gpa- [T of La Linea has

nish workers.
dew we have ne
Spanish workers, Buf

hi Baechin This latest move by

::plrl.." Spaln, o clearly
So let' s gt on with | aimed af bringingus  lebeur withdrawal,
I dowm  om our knees,  sotivity st the port

mmmcﬁﬁrmnguge said, s enthimiostic SPANIARD WHO HAS

BUSINESS AS

Dnpite the Spanish  remains high.

GETTING ON

requested by NPHW.
“The problams. in

Sikad et
:.muppc-dmhhm

are.
OPPORT UNITY

1t is not thought
that the Spanish work-
ers will be replaced
man-for-man and the
opportumity will be
takon (e rationalise.
methods.

LAST
LEGCO

‘The last meeting
of the Lu-nmw
Council takes place
tomarmaw.

At this meeting the
Chief Minister will ba
making o statement
on the Tower Blocks,

miftee of the Gibraitar
o5 have teday |ssued
ment.

The removal by
the Spanish Govern-
ment of Spanish Labour
from ‘Gibwaltar has
croated o number of
problems  wffacting
the whale of Gibealtar
and particularly the
Gibraltarinn  worker.
In this context the
Nutional Committes
feals that some gut -
dnnce should be given
to all the mombets
of the Movement for
their  reflection and
discuss jon.

L ‘Bolidarity musi Be
wholen with the rest of
the communliy in @

WITH THE JOB .. -~

Getting on  with from Spanish labour
the jobi st No. 4 Dock wnd woek is proceed-
today — dockyerd ing st n satiefsctory
employess  working pace,
on the tender *'Mona  Gibralter is show-
Abyla.*” ing the world that

A number of appréf- there's no  question
tices have taken over of a standstill.

aboul tha Sponish clo- ggﬁ?"ﬁg EFRI.‘}.EHIIJNE‘?!?-
sure of the jronter! .
DED HE WANTS TO
How el we kndie  ygpp s 00,
them - andhow little  Thete is news, alssc,
do they hnow us: dhet  a lahour dontmatar
tn Beitain, mean

in Lecds oonaidere that
whﬂh everyoie Seemm D% could raplace all the
be in & mood to

withdrawn Spanish labour

farce B,
help the Rock. Over
200 pesple have T e

our  ligle tourist offics :(n n:': h:‘.]‘:m?
thore  offering blg help o oo courags  and
tn the sirieken ftock, o etermination o stay

And nobv everybody 80 5ocs i e Ditvaltar.

s T Bena

port thia moring.
It was bunhmss

As many as five

2, We phould be, an
always, oitentive o
the donger of explofios
tian of young peoplu. [t
in definitaly [Meea to
amploy  ehildren  of
#chool age funder 15
Bomd young orkers
are olso now being s
wired to i, for @ much
quer wage, the sams
work:  previously dane
by Spanish Workers, It
ia nos & matter of us
gency for the Goyern=
manl o provide positive
Iaginlation for the pros
taction af young people
in empfoyment.
3. Wy must arrangly
opposa @GRy oitempl o
Import foraign fabour in-
ta Gibraltar without

LABOUR
CRISIS

Under ma abave heading the I!lllul
Young Chri !

the following !‘_Hﬂ-

Bean in the poat thae
vietim of a chegp-inbair
Mdi::'h Attempts may be
mods mew to p

this situation, i:m.-
that the  lorgeescals
Importation of Moreecan
abowr mgy be wwed for
this prrpas.

8. We aleo fear that the
Néw faw pasaed by the
Covernmand  reafricting
the employment of warks
arsy eien within the
private  sector, may
alep be used to main

nocsanity o maindnin
espantial sarvices rume
ning efficlenidy for the
Banafit of the Comime
nitve But we feel thar
thia eould have Been
unnu-um:m o more
positive Progreniice
opproceh fo the probiem,
w4, roising ke genernl
sanditionn
wnd  snlaries: of thear
engaged in the esseniol
rarvises,
g, Sipce the low har
poased
by the Governmant, we
fual that this resiriztion
should Be  abandoned
an soon s the imme
dimta erinis is auer
E imparian

In
it far tha Director of

d. P

belng made consame
ing their housing, me-
dieal immpection, o=
giana, ete. Our engui-
rigs hove wshomm fhat
in the post there hoa
already basn  great
ahusa in this respect.

4 Heoomse of the pre=
sance of farsign [obour
in Gibraltor, the Gil=

cargo ships wete in s usual, in

roltarian  warkar  has

ba
eayential servican.’

CALL ONGOVERNOR

Gibraltar Evening Post June 12th 1969 - Gibraltarians defiant of frontier closure.
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Yicesecretaria Nacional de Ordenacién Social

Gibraltar anecdétic

GURIOSAS
INIGIATIVAS
GONTRA
[sp ANA |[E}]‘ﬂllliﬂ

| UN GRUPO DE TABERNEROS

No vender vino espahol

' UN LECTOR DE «<THE GUARDIAN>»

(Por qué no enviar un petre-
8ro que manche de orasas
[as playas espanolas?

18 de junio de 1989

PUZZLO
RS TR TR

Y TR S TR

ot L

-
-

Feli Mellizio La St Pancras Licensed Vie-

tualiers Ax ition, organizacion de propietarios de
bares y tabernas de un distrito londinense, decidid
r, en sesidn plenaria, dejar de vender a sus clientes
nos espaficles. Segdn un portevor del grupo: se pre-
tende con ello contestar al clerre del paso & Glbraltar
por la Linea de la Concepeldn
Varlos asociados han puesio ya en practioa el boleot.
Pretenden los r s de la ide bt - el apoyo
de los seis mil esi f fentos int o en | !,.un-
don Central Bonrd of Licensed, que rarh UnDA e
unlén proximamente, Segdn una ley britdnion, la Res-
trictive Trade Practiced, la Iniciativa de estos comers
cinnies ex un delito: no se pueden poner teabas de
ninguna Indole al wrafico comercial jegitimo, Pero s
peguro gue ndividualments muchos sberneros Impons-
Illil'l su bolcot partleilar, La idea es noble, Otra ldea
noble fud expresada ayer por un lector de «The Guar-
dinns, gque sugirkd, en earta al director, el envio de
petroleros a las pluyns de Espafia para que vertleran
en sus cercanias unas cuantas toneladas de mceite. Casl
ningin periddico _ha dado noticia de I protesta pre-
untﬁlahs-cnwril de las Naclones Unidas por

lON'DRI}"\ 19, (Por mble, de nuestro corresponsal,

—— e e 2 ORI

Gibraltar Anecdote - Curious Initiatives Against Spain in London - A Group of Tavern Keepers Not to Sell Spanish Wine
- A Reader of "The Guardian" - Why not send an oil tanker to stain Spanish beaches with grease?
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 PROTESTA ANTE LA FHONTEHA
DE GIBRALTAR | :

; _aml:r Arias lleva *'hﬁé #t ha inmlado
s sentado mewu _lllfl;pn

Fikaim

irﬁuumo"nmms LLEVA VARIC

- no, que protestaba de
~ semejante iﬂliﬁﬂfﬂ'r _

e N T

T

o T e

o AR A, TP i

Gonzalo Arias Has Been Fasting for
Several Days (Hispania Press - March 1979)

Protest at the Gibraltar Border

Gonzalo Arias has been sitting in front of the Gibraltar
border fence for several days. Gonzalo has promised to
fast until his body gives out or until the rulers on both
sides realize the enormous injustice of the Gibraltar
border.

This isn’t the first time Gonzalo has tried to stir public
opinion. On another occasion, he jumped the fence
and was arrested, spending a week in jail. Not satisfied,
he tried again in a rubber boat and was also arrested,
although this time for fewer days. His previous attempt
involved collecting signatures in protest, right in front of
the guards who had to arrest him again, spending two

days in jail. This time, no one is going to arrest Gonzalo,
who has settled very close to the border, accompanied
by his wife, and willing to fast as long as necessary. We
wanted to know if this decision was motivated by the fact
that his family lived in Gibraltar.

But he told us no, that he was protesting such injustice
only as a citizen. That's how things are, and people on
both sides are supporting him and collecting signatures
for the cause. They plan to gather around 5,000 and send
them to their respective governments, because someone
has to do something...
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Did you know?

Local knowledge during the Closed Frontier years

“The Scalextric”-

the leisure activity of going for a drive
round the rock in the car was ubiquitous
in the years after the frontier closed.

g “Los Filipinos” -

North Gorge residence of the Filipino
migrant labourers initially involved in
the construction of Westside School.

“La Medialuna” -

on the site of present rubble mound
between Eastern Beach and Catalan Bay

l

KENNETH CARDONA
SIEGE 1 A p:nsomtglnspscnﬁ:

“The Smokey Joe” -

Spanish Warship that patrolled the Bay
of Gibraltar with lots of smoke coming
out of its funnel.

“Mons Calpe (Motor Vessel M.V.)” -

Ferry for the transportation of cars,
goods and passengers to and from
Tangier. It transported many essential
goods such as oxygen for the hospital
and fresh fruit and vegetable to
Gibraltar from Morocco. It was
constructed in 1954 in Scotland.
It was initially owned by the H. M.
Bland & Co. Line Ltd., Gibraltar. The
carrying capacity was 581 passengers
and 78 cars. See image (c. 1960) -

“Ir de Palomeo” -

Visiting Spain from Gibraltar in
Llanito (Gibraltar’s vernacular).

“Focona (Four corners)” -

the name given to an area by the
frontier with La Linea in Llanito.

Various views of the closed frontier in the 1970s
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Section Three -

The Frontier Opening
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Diplomatic efforts led to a full opening of the frontier in 1985.

This section will examine:

e The concerns about the opening of the frontier after it had been closed
so long.

e How the opening of the frontier was initially received with mixed
feelings due to deteriorated relations between Gibraltar and Spain.
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General Francisco Franco the dictator of Spain (photo
on left) died on November 20th, 1975. This event led to
a gradual transition towards democracy in Spain with a
parliamentary system and new constitution established
by 1978. As the Government of General Franco had
been responsible for closing the Gibraltar-Spain frontier
in 1969 there was now hope that the frontier might be
re-opened. A new opportunity arose when Spain wanted
to gain access to the European Economic Community
(E.E.C predecessor to the European Union E.U.) having
applied to join on July 26th, 1977, under the government
of Prime Minister Adolfo Suarez. The United Kingdom
already being a member state of the E.E.C. since January
1st, 1973, had a strong negotiating position vis a vis the
Spanish application. Negotiations for Spain’s accession
began in February 1979 and would continue until they
joined the E.E.C. on January 1st, 1986. Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher negotiating for Britain stated in
the House of Commons on July 1st, 1982, that: “there
can be no possible change in the status or sovereignty
of Gibraltar...Spain cannot enter the Common Market
[E.E.C] as long as her side of the border with Gibraltar
remains closed.”

The Valle de los Caidos (Valley of the Fallen) located in the municipality of San Lorenzo de El Escorial, Spain (near
Madrid), is both a memorial and basilica conceived by Franco, who was buried within the mountain until October 2019.
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End to restrictions

— June 1st deadline
‘WE NEGOTIATE' SAY BRITAIN AND SPAIN

THE FRONTIER |5 EXPECTED TO BE OPENED, WITH RESTRICTIONS “SUSPENDED™  BY
SPAIN, BY JUNE 1st

THE MEWS CAME AFTER AGREEMENT WAS REACHED IN LISBON BY BRITAIN AND SPAIN
TO RESOLVE THE GIBRALTAR PROBLEM — IN ACCORDAMCE WITH UNITED NATIONS RE.
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THE PEOPLE OF GIBRALTAR..."

The inht Bﬂﬂ!hlﬂdslmlkh Itmnmlnmd in Lisbon after the

tween British Foreign
ish Foreign  Minister Senor Mareeline Oreja read — -
@The British and Spanish Governments deslring o
strengthen their bilateral relations and thus to contribute

FRIDAY, APRIL 11, 1980,

meits mmﬁ future
mw-mmu? Mﬂ'ﬁ@#"
Bt the further steps which will
be taken on both sides wiich they
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The Lisbon Declaration signed on the 10th April 1980 was the first of a series
of agreements between the British and Spanish governments intended to
resolve their differences concerning Gibraltar.
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The Hon Joshua Hassan (the Chief Minister) is interviewed by
the Panorama about the frontier on the 14th of July 1980.
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" - PANCRRAMA 14 July 1980 R

W e ————s | e

1. Who is or what is the Govermment of Gibraltar? 5. On the frontier issue, why has so Tittle {nfor-
If the ubject of yor question is to rind oot whe or whot ia ﬂnﬁﬂ:aﬂg made available to the Press and thus
Beant oy ‘the Covernsst' whes it anzers press goestions or e Public?
185urs atstemenb, the anaver, strictly spesking, is that T wrpiaiced this in gabeil in respoast to cwstives fron
"the Governoent’ La = single extlty and speaks ame voice. Bat, the Delevision and also in response te the eriticism in
&= you know, respinsibilicy for the condust or Ginrsltsr’s the Europsan Movesest comsunigue about laek of infores-
atfadrs is divided 2o rome extont. Tho Counedl of Ministers bs tiom, The position ix that oteer gham satters of Mopls-
resporsible Tor delined dembatis entiers while the Sovernor i tlos it {s jmpossible to give informetion ¥aiex is Loimeped
responsible for matters whieh bave nob beea defined When Lo otg on tas basds of conlidentizliby ecd vhich reletes
two owerlss; conssltstions are beld, normally in Gibraltar 0 the gn-going dizcusslons sbout the apealisg of Ehe
Caunail, Trpatinr. %o revwal nforsstion waiss ic given to == In
If thererfcee o FPrece amiwer cr stotecent relites oeglogively eanfidencs would dagrlm a8 of such l=fermaties in the fu=
to & defiead domiatic mibbar ik amy bo czsumed bt Ministars Gure mnd coals im ether ways be detrioental to Dizraliar
ALy &re invalved; woen they ralate sxolusively to nop-deiined inkerest. et 1 san nssure you that if at any bims any
Rubbers, b only the Sowrane s peaponsible, altheush conficenial infornation wre giwen to me tit would io-
bhe Cniaf Misister and possisly other Hizliters miy have teen dieate that the wishes of toe pmople of Clkealisr were
oconsulteds whan they overlap, both ke Sovernar Gor Bis ssalon 0% 4tala . thes T would scc immediately for permizsion
officials) asd Ministers will hove been invelved, S0 relesss that inTorestion. Bot iT the Lesdacs of Cib-
Congtiation the Minizter for Informatiom is respe w far raliar ape 1o be' consulted in 4 bwedd vay on bhe impor-
TFublic pelatioms and inforesticn eedis 52 PRagact of defined bant issueg, surely she peeple musé unArstand that the
domestiz mallrs. Lesdors mmt deroize tré ubmost ceib in At they

EEN revenl whon looking aftar the inberests aid wishs;

..A
14 July 1980 PANGRAMA |c/f
10, We all know that there are delays. Why and 16, What do you understand by ]

wh “

Ruate they) raciprocity® as agreed in Lisbone
T think tuet this quetion couwld wiil be answersd by Bhe jourhe
lists toempsivesn. We huve repeat®dly ebabed that we Red avery=
Ehing ready by the Lise the opiginal Lisven comsunigue indiseted
things shoold be ready, sore or less, besasse thers are bomnd
to be ndjustments required if and when the frontier is opanids
Miniscars in Farliswect have nlso sbabed ressabedly thak tiey
vere irging the Speniards to gob on whth their aids of Lhe work.
Cretainly dilaye are gl of our aaking.

1 equality and

1mede this sinar dn Gleewlear o980 Jane snd re=stated the
pesition dn & letcer 30 M
T. The lizbon Rgreement
Aazided ko susend
Bre=z=nt - an/fore
that thie rem
posed by Speing ig
keing reaoted on cpe
oE o0 zonceselanis being made

sach semnli

11. What are the conditions you place on the res-
toration of communications?

4 20 Bt plece sondltions on the peptarstion of cossupisations,
They have been fully diecmased snd & alter position is
that we must restirs pommanicerions ® Sems way am any
ether Cromtier n any part of Burcpe. Whak © beve =taied is
thet we sgzaoh heve a grodusl lifting of restrictions tied up
with the pruzress in the negotistioes, That wes not what was
dezided in lisbon wnd towt has besn mede olear, T fo't woing
I hove to repest 1t agais,

12. Are .«ac happy with the security arrangements
that would be enforced at the border? Would pass-
ports be required for entry into Gibraltar? What

g about Spanish workers - what entry documents would
#Against o crescendo phey yea?

6. You must agre. that no details were made avai- 9f eriticisn about
lable after the three meetings which took place in the lack of informa-

Madrid? Surely, the public ought to be kept infor-
med to avoid Unnecessary speculation?

QUESTIONS

FOR THE
CHIEF
i T S el e b ekt MINISTE

1= bo  the benerit of fho people tOBRUSe ths woieo of

2, Bpart from being Chief Mimister, wou have
appofnted yourself Minister for Information,Why
doesn't your department inform?

meaple's oleetsd rapresantetives is beacd all the

Fdon't think it le o fuir goestion, of eswrsa v isfora. 1 1ime
have fet appointed ayzelf Minizter for Information, Puring the lash
POENICEle T thought that. sinck the bdlk of &he infora

17. Under the terms of the Lishon agreement, we
are committed to accepting “full equality and
reciprocity” in our future cooperation with Spain,

tion on the ?ozwﬂﬂ
issue, PANORAMA has

sore informmd sbost these mat
were Ro sssuee Rhat responsio

further discuszisn.

i O depart

4ot Lnfors

1 don't entirely spree. [ bhink that the pariiculacs of

bt enfortumtely o ere LL deay zive & e . i
m,_.ﬁ..-_.muuﬁcﬂ_“msﬂauﬂuh“..“””._ni.“ 5 w.._t.u._.. e Eae amtiers dlsoumed at tee mestings that took place put twenty questions |Or D0 you oppose the estahlishing of Spanish trade What have we been landed with?
8 I shatl evpluin Jeters In Merdrid Bave becz given, 1 hag 8% srphasiond cver . - unfons in Gibraltar? And how does the law stand

that the metbezz shet ware being dealt to the Chief Minis- on this point? fre Tocal workers adequately pro-

3. Wot only Panorama, but the Press generally,
appears be unhappy with the perfarmance of your
Information Department, Ars we a1l wrong and
your Department right?

etniesl acd of & Censusl dstwre end

1 Bave seevered tiiz in repl
TR ter Sir Joshua Hassan. s

Sider that w d
hundl, 1 weld stress, o reply o Shis pertizaler qeeshien
Sw0 eleaents which is mp wiew are importants
T+ that sEresment should be cesched freely on the matiers
e which meciprosity sad eqmality of rigats should

tected?

to uestien Tk, Jdo oeb nooe

issues, If

We question the lack

This is @ sozewhel comples questien weich should be settled

of information, the
malfunctioning of
the Infomation set-

lgu put the question ix absoluts taFms. Of +80rss %% are not
1L wrons std our deportmest is rigat. [ khink thet, as in
84 sy gther things da Life, there are failurea on poth
sides ar voewtimen lack of proper comamisstion, I-do not
airoe bhat the mress eensrally amear to be wmhagey with

the performssce of the Infarestios Departsent. T teck a
partioulsr irkorest afcer tae laet lecklons to try and
bring hoss to all departasnts the reed to pryvide early in-
formaitice En order to be wble to S5sl with precs guestions
Eererelly. T bave tad i€ from e niober of souroes of the

=8ary. Specul .

Agmin T would sy thor wery i
Bation has besn givens por by the Spa
In e onc oscasion whon 5 Craju opewh
Eely respondes with opmse=t Jeenlly,

(er law on this
altar cen belomg te Trade
pleguakely protested, But the
u.._.....ﬂ.n“.

2o that this wist happen ane mulselly beseficial basis,
T would refer also bo the: mply given by Sir Tan Gilesir to
# perliameniery guestion on this point whes he said, o 20
vure, "Tne getailes sppilestion of pesiprosity wed Tull sqeslity
of rigato, on shleh feture cooperation will be Gesed, will
be Sktermines in the negobistions.”

up insofar as the

7. Even if Britain is responsible for our foreign principlesthat govern
affairs, sUrely you have a right and an obligation corned. the
to inform the people of Gibraltar on matters il B

\
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medin that they have notiost a murked improvesent miccs the
Last elestions,

It i= partaps Uriw Lo asy that, by the neture of things,
the Press anywhare: i sever Pully ssbisfied wikth the parfors
mamoe of 4 Ugvernsant’s Jaformetion leparteent beraose
Lhere are often ocessions ehen the informatios sought esnngt
e given, Tre Spanish press seess to be sepsriancing dirri-
oulties in obisiring Information oboat Sho fresties qoess
They sy they hewe to ring out shot ic happening rrom Lag
Gienltar medls,

4, Why don't you crder a shake up of the Infor-
mation Department to improve communications and

relations with the Press? Should not the Informa-

tion Officer be instructed to establish closer
ties with ALL sections of the news media?

Teere is 1o netd 10 order o ssake up of the Informatiss
Departmest. s Uppertoent works well but it also needs o
Litkle understanding and & humes sppeosch #n the pert of
bk madis which zomctimes doss et even sbtempl to ander-
stend Ahe 4afficalties uder which one works imoa oibun
tion sush a3 the og we ere poing through mow.

Ef you bave aiy spenific iduss as to how relatiews
mignt be impoves, I should be glod te consider thes =
o0e Wiy Bigst ke to hold pericdic infarmal pet-opethars,
The Inropastion Officer ls sertalnly resdy to wndercoke
this and ke alsp certsdnly respande to aby sppeosen Tor
eloser ties thet wight be wade to him Erem ary seetion of
the news Bedia.

affecting their Tivelihoods and their future?
L ehink I himve answiesd this quogiion in deslisg wish
question Ho.%, In the fined analysic it will ke the
results on wiish people will jodpe whethsr ve hawe
bekn looking aTter thelr futers o

8, Do you want the barder to open?

Trovided the grincipies that have eso sstablisned

end the wishes of the pespis ars olssr aml pll the esfas

BuErS thgt are regulred are ssirtained, L& ianet
hesltey te lsek to the futaes with 3 ssetlipying ele=
sed border, wo should leok Torwerd Lo the gpaning of
the froatier &n boras that ave scoeplable b0 U o
Pl of Gioraltsr.

9. Are you pessimistic or optimistic about the

border opening, and I hope you don't say ‘neither!

Wy L gid met izt
Hiat, T wactt ta
kion Ko & s &5
he prospects will e,

Lo Teply 'neitkert. I am @ TER~

wl ond tres I will tall your what

We tell Sir doshua: You iave a right and

twhet L pave sticulobed in qus-

meaning of “full eq-
uality and recipro-
city as-set out in
the Lisbon Agreement,
protection Tor work-

an o

ers and traders, de-

lays in the opening

of the frontier, the T

hovs slrsady held n sesting with the Oite
nall repreguntetives,

14, What customs arrangements do you envisage in

pen frontier situation?

Kermad Custons srrargomentz ie fosse in gllregaler freatioss
in Burope ore the coes bhak ae snvisess,

Are local traders being adeguately protected,

sucurity arrangements,coneidering the smallness of Gibraltar?

negotiations and, fi-

nally, we ask the
Chief Minister: Do

you expect the border
to open this year?

Tnis Bz 4 mood question. Toey ore protested bo Ehe eatent

siog Ordinence. I would love tRasgnt © '
of the smaliness of Gibrnlber loeal tredérs have got an ini-
tinl mivenkege over anybady slo=,

a1 obiigation o infoem the public

Does the Lisbon agreement faveur the Spanfards?

That is for them o say. It sbouldcertainly be fawsurable
£0 the Glersltarions, given the safegmards wities lite the
Listion commmigue. Certainly a lob of Gpetisrds wcyoms the
wey appenr to think tiat the cpening of the Crontier weald
Tawoer then,

19, You were not happy in April to aceept a
commitment to "negotiate” - are you happy now?

1 have slready euplaimed my ressevaticns and Eli een in
arlisment whes the annesmcoment ws mede ond having Sees
the interest thet tasre s in westsinsier to safegasd om
Fights and our wisbes I as not Dess Negpr or .

EOrE happy now than 1 weS when the Agreemsci s srpiat.

20, Tn you expect the border to open this year?

Ttw Lichon Sgreesent states glesrlys "Tne Spanisa Ugmaemeent
bas eeidsd to zuscend the epplicatlsn of the Dogsures at
gresant in foree.' Thé Hritish Oowernment hes ropeatediy
atatid teet Clirsltar iz ready for the pi-ostablishment of
commmizations sd hos unged toe Spenidl Governmest ta azsod
4o on marly dabe, It is Bow up Lo the Spanisl Cowarnment;
I no pusiticn ko eake & gredictice 8z to wdas this

b,
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The possibility of re-opening the
frontier gave rise to certain concerns:

- Eliotts Column

( (

Gibraltar Evening Post Saturday 28 June 1980 Page 5

IT WAS SPAIN WHICH
CLOSED THE GATES

To an interested ond sometimes puzz—
led onlooker it might ssem as ©f we in
Cibraltar, and by the same token the
Foreign Office, are leaning over bask-
wards, well beyond the point of normal
Fman equilibrium, in order to accomo-
date, fumour or placate the Spaniards.
Tha repeated sallies into Spanish ter-
ritory by such a glittering plethera
of high officiala do eertainly tend to
give that impreseion, one must admit;
pariieularly when such a conopiracy
of stlence {g maintained aa to what
goea on in those obscure meetings.

One might wonder whether all that kow—
towing te veally necessary, and whath—
er, if the meetings are so vital to the
resumption of eross-border relations,
they have to ba held aluaye in Spain.
There should at leaet be a little of
that reciproeity they talk so much
about, and meetings of such ostensibly
prastical impertance ahould perhaps be
held on a home and auay basis.

After ail, it wae them who ologed
their gates eleven years ago, and it
waa them who agreed last April, moved
by heaven lnows what sinister machina-
tions of the eorridors of pover, to re-
open them. So, the ball ig in their
court now, where it has latn, unheeded,
for all that time; why should we have
to jump the net to get it into play
again? And anyuay, 1F Spain iz so keen

to re-adopt good manners and reswne
normal relations, the leaet they could
Have done, wth good grace, was to
have opened the tiny little gate at
Fowr Corners, to let our "delegation™
through, and provide a car for them to
the nearest girport. That would have
shown goed will, courtesy and good
mannere; and if they did not manifeet
any epontanaous recdiness to do that,
it should have beem put forwerd by

our egtde, and by that one means, I
supposs, the Foreign Office, as a pre-
sondition of the meeting,

Ome often gete a feeling of wearin—
288 over gll the palavering, engende=
ved by a eembination cf Spanieh eta-
Lling and ehilly-shallying, and Gib-
raliarian bickering cver the thole
boring and eomtemptible {seue, and
one feare that readers may begin to
get fed up with the same topic over
and over again. Pecple may even get
tmpreseion, I wonder why, that some
of ue hate the Spaniarde. We would
<t be human if we did not remember
what we have been called, collectiv-
ly, in the past, by Spanieh radio,
televigion ad nevepapers, and we
eannot help being aumre, having
lived next to them, and hoving had
them in our midat, what kind of
Houddotan® they are, It hop besn

brought to my notice recently that

@ local nevepaper, which hae come

to life again after being in sus-
pended animation for eome time, hae
in one of ite move Light-hearted
features, bracketed me with Mr Joe
Bossamo, as the two most rabid hia—
popliobes tn Gibraltar, and memtion-
ed that we will die of vezaticn the
day the fromtier recpens. I do not
ghave many of that honowrable gentle—
man'e politieal opintone, But I am
with him all the way ©in his stand on
the Spamish queetion, Bovever, Ido
not hate them, and neither, T imayine,
dose he, Perhaps we both share o deep=
rooted mistrust of them, as do many of
our fellow eitizens, and a disliks of
thedr medue opergndz.

EUROPE'S LARGEST

ZANUSS! Seerscrieor

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES
e
ALL MODELS OF

ZANUSSI

REFRIGERATORS FREEZERS
ELECTRIC & CAS COOKERS
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NOW AVAILABLE AT

The Red House

66-70 MAIN 5T. Tel: 4513
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“Gibraltar greets frontier news with mixed feelings” proclaims
the headline of the Chronicle in 1980.

“.opinion by the man in the street was divided as to the
desirability of the frontier being opened...[concerns related
to] ‘negotiations’ in connection with lifting of the restrictions
should not be allowed to weaken the present links we have
with Britain” 78

In the Chronicle of 1981, Francis Cantos wrote:

‘As things stand the granting of EEC rights to Spanish
nationals-either before or after the frontier is re-opened-
could literally mean that each and every unemployed
Spaniard could compete for jobs with Gibraltarians” 7%

The Police Commissioner Michael Rowling, in an interview
with the Chronicle of 1981 stated that:

“If Frontier re-opens more Police needed...[he warned that]...
any further reduction in their strength would lead not only to
a reduction in the level of daily service, but would also reduce
to unsafe levels the pool of policemen available to deal with
any serious situation that may arise” &°

A telegram in June 1982 from the UK Embassy in Madrid
to the Foreign & Commonwealth Office reads that:

“The worst aspect...[of the Spanish stalling on the Lisbon
agreement and frontier opening]...would probably be
the considerable boost to elements in Gibraltar who had
never trusted the Spanish Government and preferred
splendid isolation"8?

The Gibraltar Hansard in June 1982 states that 25 police
officers, 11 police reservists, 21 customs assistant officers
and 15 clerical assistants were employed by the Gibraltar
Government following the proposed re-opening of the
frontier.®

40th Anniversary of the Full Opening of the Frontier Exhibition
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10 DOWNING STREET

17 June 1983

s

A

GL. Qmmc_ ’-ll}‘.'s&':‘ u /

Thank you for your letter of 13 June.

As you know, we have consistently given our full support to
Spanish membership of the Community and pressed for early
progress in the accession negotiations. I can assure you that we
shall continue to do so, though we have also made it clear that
before accession can come about the restrictions on Gibraltar
will have to be lifted.

In particular, we want to see the long drawn out internal
negotiations on the Mediterranean agricultural regimes brought
quickly to a conclusion so that progress can be made on the
agricultural aspects of the negotiations. I well understand
how important this is for you, and I shall be pressing for this
at Stuttgart.

Sr. Don Felipe Gonzalez Marquez.

1983 Letter written by Prime Minister of the United Kingdom Margaret Thatcher
to Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzdlez Mdrquez.

40th Anniversary of the Full Opening of the Frontier Exhibition




Gibraltar

1. Today’s edition of ABC contains an article about Gibraltar under the headline “The
Spanish Government Seems Disposed to Open the Gibraltar Frontier Little by Little”.

2. The article refers to the recent relaxation of frontier restrictions for compassionate
cases and says that permission is being given to allow the border gate to be opened
on humanitarian grounds. The article says that the Spanish authorities have denied
that any negotiations are taking place with Britain about the half opened frontier:
and are saying that the frontier will remain officially closed until there is a reciprocal
gesture by Britain or the British show themselves ready to begin talks “on all their
differences”.

3. The article quotes reliable sources as saying that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
are relying on the principle of gradualism to normalise the situation: and that the
opening on compassionate grounds could be a trial balloon, which would be followed
by other initiatives to serve to re-launch the negotiations or at least neutralise British
accusations that the closed frontier constitutes a grave violation of human rights.
The source is quoted as saying that the intention is to safeguard human rights, while
preventing the frontier between Gibraltar and La Linea from being converted into an
important commercial or social crossing point.

4. The article goes on to argue that the application of this humanitarian principle
in effect contradicts the content of Article 10 of the Treaty of Utrecht, in that, that
article prohibits land communication between two countries. The article says that
the suspension of Article 10 in this unilateral way is of primordial importance from
the juridical and diplomatic point of view and could form an important precedent.s

A UK diplomatic cable (above in italics) observes a Spanish press article that incorrectly interprets article 10 of the
Treaty of Utrecht as prohibiting land communication between Gibraltar and Spain despite a partial opening of the
frontier in 1982. What was prohibited was any smuggling across the frontier to the detriment of the King of Spain.

3. The King said that he agreed very much with a gradual approach. He accepted that
the opinions of the population must be respected. Gibraltar was an emotional issue
and we must be sensitive towards public opinion and to the demands of national
interests. But at the same time we should try to manage practical problems, such
as naval visits, in a manner calculated to avoid difficulties. With a burst of his usual
frankness, the King added in any case it was not to the advantage of Spain to recover
Gibraltar in the near future. If she did so, King Hassan would immediately reactivate
the Moroccan claim to Ceuta and Melilla.e

Another UK diplomatic cable (above in italics) (1983) relating to the UK embassy in Madrid lays out the political
perspective of the King of Spain Juan Carlos | on Gibraltar. It demonstrates the complicated issue of reclaiming
Gibraltar whilst retaining Ceuta and Melilla (Spanish territory attached to Morocco). The King is preoccupied that
should Gibraltar be handed back that Morocco may reassert their claim to the two Spanish territories in question.

40th Anniversary of the Full Opening of the Frontier Exhibition




The Lisbon Agreement...

The Lisbon Agreement (or declaration), signed on April 10, 1980, between the UK and Spain, aimed to resolve
differences regarding Gibraltar. It focused on establishing direct communications, lifting Spanish restrictions on
Gibraltar, and initiating negotiations to address the core issues between the two countries. In 1982 following the
Lisbon agreement the Spanish Government opened the Frontier with Gibraltar to pedestrians. “The [opening was]
originally on a discriminatory basis, allowing only Spaniards and Gibraltarians to cross”®” Reactions upon the opening
were mixed. Marcelino Oreja the former Spanish Foreign Affairs Minister (who had signed the Lisbon declaration)
stated that the decision had been a mistake and that: “Spain has given away a bargaining card for nothing in return”. &

Fernando Moran Geoffrey Howe
Minister of Foreign Affairs for Spain Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs for the UK

“In April 1984, [Geoffrey] Howe [Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs for the UK] and [Fernando]
Moran [Minister of Foreign Affairs for Spain] met in Luxembourg and finally reached an agreement in principle, which
also received the approval of the Gibraltarians through Joshua Hassan [Chief Minister of Gibraltar]. Spain agreed to
end border restrictions in exchange for “a negotiation process” in which practical issues, but also the question of
sovereignty would be discussed. The agreement materialised in November of that year with the signing of the Brussels
Declaration, which replaced the Lisbon Declaration. Under this commitment, Spain fully reopened the border fence [on
the 5th] February 1985, allowing the “free movement of people, vehicles, and goods.”"?*

“The complete reopening of the border was accepted as necessary by Felipe Gonzalez [Prime Minister of Spain], who
prioritised Spain’s entry into the EEC over the Gibraltar dispute. The United Kingdom had benefited from the Gonzalez
government’s needs, but he had also managed to secure the rights of Spanish workers in the British colony and leave
the door open to claiming sovereignty over the Rock in a new context: the EEC."??

Fernando Moran who was interviewed on GBC (Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation)’ was of the belief that using
diplomacy Spain would reclaim Gibraltar through osmosis (a process by which the molecules of a solvent pass from a
solution of low concentration to a solution of high concentration through a semi-permeable membrane) this meant a
gradual process of reclaiming Gibraltar.

A Gibraltarian politician the Hon Peter Cumming speaking out on Moran’s thoughts on osmosis in 1994 stated:

“l am not a chemist, but | understand osmosis as a gentle process”?*
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Crowds queue at the frontier for opening night on the 16th of December 1982
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Gibraltar Customs entrance with movement across the frontier now well established. c. 1985-1990.
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_Tres frentes de la pohuca exterior del Gobierno socialista

Gibraltar, las relaciones Madrid-Washing:
ton ¥ Marruecos constituyen tres puntos
destacados de la actualidad politica: Des-
pués de trece afios de aislamiento decretado

ada la mediano-
ibraltar fue abierta
para ¢l trénsito peatonal, en comphimiento

por ¢l gemeral Franco,
che de ayer la verja de

sejo de Ministros del

del acuerdo sdoptado en en el primer Con-

ededor del mediodia de hoy llega 8 Ma-
drid el secretario de Estado norteamerica-

Gabinete socialista.

entre otras per i

Londres impanc a la colonia la apertura durante 24 horas

La verja de Gibraltar
se abrio de madrugada

tras 13 aifios

de bloqueo

he, & kus cero boras de boy, se

ﬂdbhverhie(.‘hln m:hmmhw
m hmmmamwns

ke

hwdu:ihﬂdehﬂmmqﬂ-lummuhlhh

8 los alred

deseosas de salodar a

decretada dias antes por el Goblerno de lu colonia
britimica de cerrar la fronfera de uns @ seis de ta madrogads fue cance-
lads por presioacs de las avioridades de Londres.

La apertura de la verja se produjo
entre la emocidn de las personas
concentradas y de las primeras
quc atravesaron la fronters. Fran-
cisco Romo Martin, un linense de
52 afios, fee el primero en pasar
desde ¢l Pefidn, adelantindose en
¢l @ltimo momento & Carmen
Waorb, mientras s¢ descorchabun
bodellas de champafia ¥ una tuna
amenizaba el histdrico aconteci-

“No veo que exista nigin clemenio
nuevo que permita goe sc diga que
ha cambiado la posicitn de Ma-
rmuccos en lommi a Ceuta y Meli-
fia", ha manifestado p EL PATS el
ministro de Asuntos Exteriores
marroqui, Mohamed Bucstta. El
ministre ha precisado, sio embar-
g0, que ¢l tema de Ceuta y Melilla
“ha sido siempre para BOSOLTOS N
problema de fondo porque esos te-
Triterios son, han sido y para noso-
tros serdn siempre de soberania
o

marrogui”,

Bucerta seflala que Marruecos
desea seguir la viz de la negocia-
cion para resolver o caso de Ceuin
¥ Melilla. "Esperamos”, dice en
sus declaraciones, “que cuando
llegue el momento de discutir, se
haga en ¢l marco de amisiad ¥
buen entendimicnto, ¥ mediante
megociaciones, salvaguardando
paturalmente jos intereses prime-
ros de los unos y los otros, pero
siempre sobre cse fondo de clark
dad de que Ceuta y Melilla, para
Jos marroquics, son termitorios de
su soberania”,

El ministro marroqui, después
de expresar su propdsito de que
las relpciones entre su pais y ¢
nuevo Gobierno spafiol sean bue-
nas, resalta la importancia de con-
SEgUir um gran acuerdo pesquerd
entre Espaiia y Marruecos,

Pigina 14

1 Nacianal

miento. Hacia 1a tna de la madm-
gada, unas cicn personas espera-
ban a ambos lades para poder
franquear le verja.

La frontera hispano-briténica
permanecerd abierta las veinticna-
tro horas del dia, con las tdnicas
restricciones de permitic un solo
vikje peatanal por persona al dia y
de limitar el acceso a la colonia
briténica desde suelo espafiol a los
residentes pbraltarefios con pasa-
porte britinico y & los visitantes
con pasaporte espaiiol, La aperty~
ra de la verja estuvo precedida de
cigrfo recclo, tanlo por parte g-
braltarefia como espafiols. En
cierios sectores del Pefion sc ha-
blaba ayer de un boicoteo al paso
en direocién a La Linea; pero tal
medida, procedente de zlgunos
grupos relacionados con ks hoste-
lerfa y €l comercio, no pareceé gue
VEYE & temer £xito,

En relacidn con ests tema, el
presidente del Gobierno, Felipe
Gonzilez, en conversacion con un
grupo de periodistas norteame-
ricanas, ha dicho que sn Gabinste

no, George Shuliz, quueu se entmqslsn.
con el p

te del Gobierno, Felipe Goma.lez lo que

constituye el primer contacto de alto nivel

de la Administracidn Reagan con la nueva

situacién espafiola. Finalmente, el ministro

de Asuntos Exteriores de Marruecos,

Mohamed Bucetta, afirma que ho hay nin-

gn cambio de sctitud en el contencioso de
enta ¥ Melilla,

AMTOMI GANPIEL
Carman Work fus ks segunda persona en siravesar i verjs. Se le adelantt of
linense Fernando Romo Mariin,

Shultz llega esta mafiana » Madrid

Felipe Gonzélez recibe al jefe de
la diplomacia norteamericana

El secretario de Estedo norteame-
ricana, George Shultz, Hega esta

veria mas favor fu cont-
nuidad en el senp de ln OTAN i
ze produjeran avances en la larga
disputa hispeno-britdnica de Gi-
braltar. Pégina 13

& Madrid, procedante de
Parfs, en un visita inclulda dentro
e 51 gira por las principales capi-
tales europeas. El jefe de la diplo-
mecia de Washington mantendra

ESPECIAL DE 1850 PAGHAS
TODD EL 83
& BUPER EXCLUSTVA:
Haabie o hombee e n miskela del 23-F.
LOCALITAMOS AL CAPITAN SAN-
CHEF VALIENTE EN MUAML
& HICOLAS REDONDC:

“Vay a leres dhverganciss con esis
Gobierna”. L]

® EDEN PASTORA, DE "COMAN-
DANTE CERO" A TRAIDOR.
Conbssiones ce un ex SgE8 O4 W
(="'%

® U CORAZON A MEDHDA,
LLas mejore fouos della primerd im-
plantscidn de un Grpand arbficial.

® LOLA MERING.
Trsen afos, exirella del §: “Los ma-
mmwm

Ne 344, del 15 al 21 de diciembre de 1582

eéntrevistas con el ministro espafiol
de Asuntos Exteriores, Fernando
Morin, esta misma maflana, ¥ con
el presidents del Gobierno, Felipe
Gonzdlez, & dltima hora de Ia tar-
de, asi como con e lider de la opo-
sicidn, Manuel Fraga. Mafiana
serd recibido por ¢ Rey y girara
una vitita a la Conferencia de Se-
gundad y Cooperacién en Europa,
antes de abaadonar Madrid con
destino 8 Lopdres.

Felipe Gonzdler ha estado pre-
parando durante ¢l pasado fin de
SCTANE £51¢ ENcUENiro que, pese a
situarse en ¢l marco mulilateral
de la gira europea del jefe de la di-
plomecia norteamenicarna, estard
muy condicionado por cucsiiones
bilaterales. El convenio de amis-
tad ¥ ¢ooperscion, peodients de
ratificacidn por las Cortes Genera:
les, estard en el centro de las con-
versaciones. Los socialisias desos-
rizn retocar los anfeulos vineu-
lados & la sdhesiin de Espatia a la
OTAN ¥ algin otro aspecto eon-
ereta como 12 actual yhicaciin de
1 basc aérea de Torrejdn.

Pagioa 15
Editorial en [a pigina 10

El Comsejo de Ministros estudiard
hoy un provecto de bey sobre la re-
duccidn de la jomade laboral a
cuarenta horas y la extensidn de
las vacaciones a (reinta dias, v pre-
sentard [3 semana proxima e pro-
yecto a las Cortes para su aproba-
cion, segin informd ayer Nicolés
Redondo, secretario general de
U'GT, después de celehrar una en-
trevista con ¢l ministro de Treba-
Jjo, Jonguin Almunis, quien se reu-
nid 2 continuacidn con ¢l secreta-
nio gendral de OC 00, Marecling
Camacho.

Joaguin Almunia precist que
durante 1983 se sfoctuard la refor-
made laley Basice de Empleo y se
elaborardn las leyes de previsidm
de pensiones ¥ de jubilacién a los
64 aftos, ¥ otres legislaciones Jabo-
rales especiales,

La reunidn cpon &l ministro fue
calificada como “tremeadamentie
positiva” por Redondo, y de *posi-
tiva™ por Camacho, quienes expu-
sicron los puntos de vista de sus
sindicatos. Piigina 51

= AT
Reagan logra un
compromiso del
Senado sobre

los misiles MX

El precidents nortesmericano,
|, Ronald Reagan, alcanzd ayer un
compromise con los miembros

del Senado para fabricar los mi-
siles MX, | Pigina 5.

Polonia restringe

sus intercambios

con EE UU

Varsowia anuncid ayer le sus-

pensidn de sus imtercambios cul-

turales ¥ Gentificos con Estades
| Unidos, 8 coya Adminsiraciia

acusa de hacer una “politica an-

tipolaca™. | Pégina 3.

AP aplaude a
Barrionuevo
en ¢l Congreso
Los diputados de AP
| ron ayer las explicaciones del
ministro del Intersor, José Ba-
| rrisngevo, sobre fa muerte del
I| grapo Martin Luna, micntras jos
socialistas permenetian an silen
clo, [ Pipina 16,

El Barca quiere saldar
cuanto antes e
fichaje de Maradona

El Pais 15th December 1982 - The Gibraltar border was opened at dawn after 13 years of blockade.
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the Gibraltar Newsweekly
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The Brussels Declaration signed on November 27th, 1984.
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The Brusse
Agreement

The Brussels agreement (or declaration) had various
benefits for both Spain and Gibraltar, although there were
many in Gibraltar who believed that too much had been
given away.

For Spain a major benefit was that talks on the Sovereignty
of Gibraltar with Britain would be held, this was viewed
by the Spanish as a step towards realising the Spanish
claim to Gibraltar. Another advantage for Spain was the
early implementation of reciprocal rights. Reciprocal
rights meant that the right for Spaniards to live and work
in Gibraltar would be brought forward before Spanish
entry to the E.E.C (European Economic Community).

For Gibraltar a major benefit was the re-opening of the
border allowing free passage between Gibraltar and Spain
for the first time in many years. The other concession
to Gibraltar was that it restated Britain's guarantee on
sovereignty and this was the same guarantee that was
stated in the preamble to the 1969 Constitution.

The Brussels process envisaged setting up joint working
groups to discuss ways in which Spain and Gibraltar
could begin to cooperate. Among these groups would
be committees on Economic Development, Tourism and
Aviation.

It was generally hoped that this carefully planned
agreement would satisfy both Spain and the people of
Gibraltar especially as Chief Minister Sir Joshua Hassan
had given the agreement his personal support, however
this was not unanimously the case.

sir
3]
) ‘Ee

L§
!
£

Faiy
2

Joe Bossano (in the above image) leader of the Gibraltar’s
opposition Socialist party viewed the Brussels agreement
as giving rise to a possible betrayal of Gibraltar by Britain
to Spain. The fear articulated by Juan Carlos Perez (a
Socialist party politician) was that the Brussels agreement
would create a dependence on Spain due to an increasing
Spanish workforce that did not exist at the time. Bossano’s
position was explained in an interview with him for UK
television (Weekend World):

“If we ask, where do we go from here the answer must
be that if we are living in a changing world where we
ourselves are changing and Britain has no longer any
use for Gibraltar. Then | think the 20 years of isolation
have also served to make us strong within ourselves and
in that context the feeling of being Gibraltarian and of a
Gibraltarian Gibraltar is gathering momentum every day.
| think it would be a mistake for other people to write
off the possibility of independence for Gibraltar simply
because it may not suit others it will certainly suit many
Gibraltarians”.

An opinion poll carried out by the Gibraltar Panorama
for UK television (Weekend World) asked a sample of
Gibraltarians:

“Should sovereignty be negotiated with Spain?” No: 94%
Yes: 4% Don’t Know: 2% %°

46
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Scenes from the Frontier post-opening (c. 1985-1989)
the queue in this photo indicates a long waiting time.

Local Abelardo Martinez serves doughnuts and other sweet
pastries to those waiting in the frontier queue (c. 1985-1996).
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The most significant feature of the lat-
esl 'frontier statistics 1s that the number
of coaches coming to Glbraltar is sharply
down.

After climbing to the 700-mark, whers
monthly numbers stabilised, there has
besn a drop io 556 in June,

tGiven thal predictions pointed to a

‘spactacular increase as summer progressed,
tha downtrend is causing consternation
tn travel - oriented circles.

Thera are certain arguments: (1) That
the novelty of Gibrallar has worn off
and (2) that coach trips decrease in sum-

- mar.

HAS BONUS PUBLICITY FROM FRONTIER
SUBSIDEDY

There is some evidence (o support the
contention that the bonus publicity [low-
ing from the frontier opening has subsided.

Not only are coaches down, but the
numbar of visitors is also going down,
the decline hereis not as pronounced as
with the coaches.

The number of visitors In April exces-
ded the 200,000-mark becoming the highlest
evor so far. Easter had a pesitive infiu-
ence in that month, but since then, fig-
ures are down to about 182,000 for both
May and June despite the expected in-
creased influx as summer sets in.

Only the frontier novelty can explain
that in March more people vislted the
_Rock than in the last two months.

It is to be expected that July and Aug-
ust will see & substantial upturn given
that most people go- on holiday then. Will
the Rock retain its magnetic Influence
on the Spanish traveller or have most
people now forgotten that the frentier
is fully open?

FOREIGN CARS ON AN UPHILL TASK

What s important is that the number
of foreign cars continue to go Gpwards,

but {t's an uphill task. About 1,000 cars

camg in last month Sﬂuﬂ.on with May

which experienced only a aﬂaﬁ inerease -

over the preceding month.

Yet, from nearly 11, 000 in February,
the car queue w:ﬂgg o over 17,500
in March and to over 21,600 in >v1.__

- when Easter must have played fits part.

Is there already solid argument to con-
clude that the novelty factor has worn
off?

‘July, and particularly Auguost, should

(ﬁﬂacnnm a dramatic upswing due to the

COACH ARRI
~Week by

EASTER

FOREIGN CARS
-Week by Week

15 JULY 1985 PANORAMA - o

EMSTER

EIGN VISITORS
eek by Week

FEB

by JOE.
|GARCIA

JUNE

holiday

JUNE

already mentioned, but
hat the average numbers
year as a whole.

has ‘teen a spectacular
number of commercial wveh-
and the like, coming in
umbers increased nearly

ot ——

st

three-fold from May o Jung when as many
as 1,284 came in. And throughout, there
has been a steady rise. However, the
Jung flgures may be inflated by the ffll-
ing In of the viaduct area which has bro-
ught In lorry-loads 6f debris from Spain.
Bo that as it may, the increasing number
of commercial wvehicles is a clear refles-
tion of the Increasing commercial links
with the mainland.

MORE GIB CARS TO SPAIN, THAN FROM
SPAIN TO GIB

And what about oulgoing (rafflc Lo
Spain? Well, Gibraltar wins hands down
when it comes to cars. There are about
12,000 more crossings by local cars to
Spain than foreign cars to ‘Gibraltar. In
fact, apart from the first month of [ron-
tier opening, when the edge was sliphtly
on  incoming cars, the balance has been
reversed In & decided fashion. Last month
34,643 Gibraltar car crossings took place
compared with 23,958 from Spaln.

Police figures put the number of Rock
residents crossing the frontler at 133,000,
which s slighily sbove the [fgures for
the previous three months with the Bx-
ception of February when it was about
hall. It means that about 50,000 more
peoaple come this way than we do that
way.

In general terms, the fipures tend to
show that spending on elther side must
be @aboul equal, given the wall-known
propensily of Rock dwellers to empty their
pockets on the other side.

The real eye-opener so far has been
the decrease in coach trips to the Rock.
Such trips had come to be regarded as
lhe most wvisible sign of an upturn in
our financial fortunes following the opan-
ing of the frontier.

From a daily average exceeding 30 coa-
ches, down to some 1B last month, head-
aches have become painfully obvious In
those who depended on such traffic, such
ag restaurants who had worked out deals
with the tour operators.

They should not nll_u.m._h.. There should
be a more positive out-turn if more cars
come in with, hopefully, longer-stay visi-
tors. More foreign cars are staying in
Gibraltar for longer peripds than befors;
60 that's a goed sign.

Overall, the post-frontier situation is
certainly providing greater economic activ-
Ity than in closed frontier days despite

the ups and downs that are alrsady ‘he-
coming manifest. \
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Statistics from the Panorama of the 1st of April 1986 FRONT
provide insights into the crossings at the frontier.1®

This contrasts with the 2014 frontier where about 35,000

persons cross every day with 10,000 vehicles crossing.1*4 CROSS 'NGS

Over 15,000 cars crossed the frontier, either
way, during the Easter period, Thursday to Monday.
The number of pedestrian crossings exceeded 63,000,
either way. 107 coaches came to Gibraltar during the

period.

Pede-  Pede-
Cars Cars strians  strians Coaches

N out IN

Thurs - 2,587 3081 10,661 12,576 35

Fri - 1,961 2,632 8,013 10,097 5

Sat - 3,748 3,538 18,1745 16,570 34

Sun - 3,025 3044 12,559 11,153 12

Mon = 4,509 3137 15,545 12,609 21

15,830 15,432 64,923 63005 107

5 Day Cross Frontier Traffic in 1986

20000

18000
16000
14000
12000

10000

8000
6000
4000
<
2000 _—
-
0 S l
Fri

Thurs
Sat — 1
Sun

Mon
Cars In Cars Qut ™ Pedestrians In Pedestrians Out ™ Coaches In
Below is a table of the average daily traffic during the period:
Cars In Cars Out Pedestrians In Pedestrians Out Coaches In
3,166 3,086 12,985 12,601 21
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2 - 18th August 1986

" The removal
of the frontier guards,
and the prospect of
the frontler gates golng
the same way, are
reduced to comparative
insignificance when
it is recalled that,
20 years

frontier fence to be

first Gibreltar meetings

with Franco Spain

in the summer of ‘1966.
At the

there

restrictions

frontler and the late

Spanish Foreign Minister

Fernando

Rock,
PROPOSAL

The British counter-
proposals want like
this: 1If the Spanish
Government were to
establish and malntaln
a4 regime at La Linea
similar to that existing on  the

on Spain's international of the removal of

guard, fallowed
Wednesday by a

frontiers elsawhere,
"HER MAJESTY'S GOVERN-
MENT' FOR THEIR PART
WILL CAUSE THE GICRAL-
TAR FRONTIER FENCE ;
TO BE DEMOLISHED." an EEC member

In those days, 8 NATO ally =~
Spain was neither

the Labwablae B wves rhity

NNORAMA

SPENDING MORE THAN EVER ON RUBBISH

Once upon a time the arrival of a crulse liner was
obviously because
because one
single liner stays away, there 1z a furore as If the
Is it a question
it that the frontler opening has not been the rJ'grumm

greeted with
was the only

trumpet playing,
thing coming in. Now,

entire economy depended on (t.

of the more you have, the more you want -

that was expected to lay the golden eggs?

The truth of the mattsr is that, in spite of the frontler
the Impression of being an
Not only that, it is a filthy soclety,
Gona
are the days when Gibraltar got nothing but praise

We now seem to be

opening, Gibraltar gives
unhappy sociaty,
Wherever you look there is dirt and decdy.

for being so radiantly clean.
a decadent society.

There was a time when everything was blamed on
Yet even in thoss difficult days

the closed frontier.
you would see our streets being flushed.

Today, it 1s costing us more than ever to clean the
pPlace up .and yet it is dirtier than ever; the streets
are full of pot-holes and are unkempt; there is greasy
dirt" in every corner and general decay everywhere,
And if it was

When are we going to put this right?
possible In the past, why not now?

Today,
T+ makec yan think

nor
the

pratext now put forward

we are spending ‘more  than ever on rubbish.

Government for their part will cause the Gibraltar
demolished.

it

is

From the official British proposal in 1966.

ago, Britain :

offered to demolish
the entire frontier
fence.

This was &t thi

Castislla

had put forward formal
proposals to cancel -
the Treaty of Utrecht
and take owver the | 7

Who has been particular
ly actlve writing about
Gibraltar [nternationaly.
A week ago, he reported
for "The Sunday Times®
Implicatlions

the

on
half-
page report (in Spanish)

In Spaln's leading
dally "El Pais" and
a news analyslis yester-
day In the papers
Sunday supplement.
And In this month's
Issue of "Investment
Internatlonal™ he writes
about Anglo-Spanish
relatlons.

for the removal af
the guard ...

It exposaes to
what extent the Foreign
Office are simply finding
excuses to do what
they want to do, and
adds fuel to suspicions
that recent events
signal the beginning
of the end of other
British symbols and
traditions.

The public outcry
that has greatad the
removal of the guard
should farce the Foreign
Office to put tha brakes
on thelr ideas to remove
the gates as wall.
They have already
sald that they will
not proceed with it
for the time being.
and the ice might
now take longer to
melt,

it

t is eir
remove the gal .
sooner or later,

Given the
proposal, it could
well bpe that the guard
and gates represant
the beginning of ¢
policy to knock down
the antire frontler
fence. It would seea
to fit  perfectly In
Foreign Dffice designs.

if Foreign Office
pundits ‘have been
checking on past propo-
sals to determine future
policy, it might be
appropriate to
other aspegts of
formal
1966.

SHADES OF BRUSSELS

The British deleg-
sald on 12th
that, In
facilitats

ation
July 1966
order to
progress towards [l
lasting  settlement of
the differences betwesn
Her Majesty's Governmen!
and the Spanish Gevern-
ment regarding Gibralter
(shades of Brusselsl],
Her Majesty's Governmen!
are disposed to lay
the foundatlons for
future ‘understanding
by. among other things,
proposing the appointment
of a Spanish Commission-
er Gibraltar "who
would take praoedan}cﬂ
before all other foreigh
representatives in
Glbral tar® ‘and ag reeing
vthat Gibraltar political
institutions should
be revised (O gjv.u
them a municipal image

Drop Yyour guard
at your peril, the
writing is on the fence!

JUST FANCY THAT...

Now that summer is
on the way out, the
Tourist Offlce has
started to advertise
in Spanish papers
avan in La Linea,
as if they didn't krow
there that Gibraltar
can bz visited!

GIBRALTAR
TELEPHONE
DIRECTORY

Mow is the time to
advertisa in the next
edition of the Glbraltar
Telephone Blrectory.
Your Company, l;;n;r
ds and serv 4
gtl}{: will be your shop-
window 1n every homé
and In every busliness
vith a phone, for
365 days a year.
For detalls,
MedSUN
93 Irish
79797.

MedSUN

B p a1 I5HINE

conftact-
publishling,
TGW{\ ] Tel

Panorama 18th of August 1986 - British discussions with the Franco Government to remove the frontier fence.
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Section Four -

The Present Frontier

Many years after the opening of the frontier in 1985 the relationship
between Britain and the European Union (E.U.) changed due to Britain
leaving the E.U. in 2020 commonly known as “Brexit” (a portmanteau of
Britain and Exit).

This section will examine:

e The current situation at the frontier post-Brexit.
e The present relationship between Gibraltar and Spain
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In 2016 due to mounting political tension Prime Minister
David Cameron offered the British public a referendum
on whether to retain membership of the European Union
(E.U.).

The above chart maps the vote by support or opposition
to E.U. membership by U.K. region.

Gibraltar had by far the strongest vote for ‘remain’ of any
area eligible to participate in the referendum at 95.9%.
Sentiments directly across the frontier also reflect a
similar wish to retain a fluid frontier: “If today there
would be a referendum in Spain: ‘do you want to close
the border with Gibraltar, yes or no?, tomorrow at
midnight the border would be closed [...] The residents
in the Campo [Campo de Gibraltar: in Spain surrounding
Gibraltar] would vote no.” (President ASCTEG, interview
June 2019) [ASCTEG stands for Asociacion Sociocultural
de los Trabajadores Espafioles en Gibraltar: Sociocultural
Association of Spanish Workers in Gibraltar 18

Support

90%-100%
80%—-90%
70%—-80%
60%—70%
50%—-60%

Tie

Exact tie

Oppose

50%—-60%
60%—70%
70%—-80%
80%—-90%
90%-100%

Gibraltar

=

R}

The consequences of Brexit are far ranging however they
particularly impact upon Gibraltar due to its proximity to
Spain which has maintained its position in the European
Union. A new treaty between the E.U. with Spain and
Britain with Gibraltar is now on the horizon and was
announced on the 12th of June 2025.
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The Consequences of
The UK's Brexit Strategy

UK's status in European economic,
trade and travel agreements

—{Schengen area | )
ﬁ —{ EFTA I \ *
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~(EEA} ~

£ £ @
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W[EU customs union
flf[

-
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< L2 e C
Northern Ireland San Marino Andorra Turkey
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Source: Statista research
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The main objective of the future Agreement is to secure the future prosperity of the whole region. This will be
done by removing all physical barriers, checks and controls on persons and goods circulating between Spain
and Gibraltar, while preserving the Schengen area, the EU Single Market and Customs Union.**°
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When [...] Brexit was voted, the British Pound plummeted, immediately impacting not only Gibraltar but also the more
than 10,000 border workers residing in La Linea, as well as the local businesses in Spain depending on them.*?

According to a 2017 Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation (GBC) report this devaluing removed €15 million from
circulation in La Linea, especially in the areas of hospitality and commerce.!'3

Figure 1. Predictions by variable under alternative scenarios

__ 100
g 98
=
T 9% — 94 94 79
E 94 o e £
92 . P i

S 92 - - Vs
= ag a0 ~
= 90 7
= a8 _ 89
£ 86
£
o 84
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=
o 80
& Income per Cross-border Total employment Gibraltar imports  Gibraltar GDP

habitant workers ("Campao”) from Spain

("Campo”)

Counterfactual — — Optimistic Pesimistic

Source: the author.
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The above chart posits a Counterfactual should the UK have remained in the EU against two post-Brexit projections
an optimistic scenario in which a “Soft Brexit” agreement between the EU/UK is reached and a pessimistic scenario in
which no agreement is reached and the U.K./E.U. resort to World Trade Organisation (WTO) positions.
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Nationality Total Percent Flag Nationality Total Percentage Flag
Spain 10493 68.92% — Indian 5 0.03% .
British-Other 1719 11.29% B Maltese 5 0.03% B
Portugal 908 5.96% (& | Mexican 5 0.03% (B |
Romania 454 2.98% il Norwegian 4 0.03% alem
Italy 262 1.72% (N | Ghanaian 3 0.02% .
Hungary 161 1.06% — Swiss 3 0.02%
Poland 158 1.04% - Argentinian 2 0.01% —
British-Gibraltar 141 0.93% e Cuban 2 0.01% b=
Ireland 139 0.91% i) Cypriot 2 0.01% Ed
Germany 94 0.62% [ | Pakistani 2 0.01% I
Bulgaria 80 0.53% o Senegalese 2 0.01% [ |
France 71 0.47% B | Armenian 1 0.01% -
Netherlands 54 0.35% — Australian 1 0.01% P |
Slovakia 53 0.35% Ea Bolivian 1 0.01% oo
Latvia 44 0.29% — Chilean 1 0.01% - -
Lithuania 37 0.24% == Colombia 1 0.01% o
Czech Republic 36 0.24% (- Congo 1 0.01% =
Greece 34 0.22% = Costa Rica 1 0.01% —
Morocco 33 0.22% [#] Hong Kong 1 0.01% [ % |
Sweden 25 0.16% [ Israel 1 0.01% =
Belgium 21 0.14% (B Kazakh 1 0.01% | |
Denmark 21 0.14% =H— Lebanon 1 0.01% .
Estonia 20 0.13% — Luxembourg 1 0.01% —
Croatia 18 0.12% —— Macedonia 1 0.01% o ]
Ukraine 17 0.11% - Montenegro 1 0.01% [ |
China 16 0.11% Mozambique 1 0.01% —
Finland 12 0.08% e New Zealand 1 0.01%
Brazil 10 0.07% <> Nicaragua 1 0.01% -
USA 7 0.05% = Paraguay 1 0.01% —
Slovenia 7 0.05% from— Peru 1 0.01% v

Austria 6 0.04% — South Africa 1 0.01% (=
Philippines 6 0.04% P | Taiwan 1 0.01% a
Russia 6 0.04% ] Thailand 1 0.01% —
Canada 5 0.03% [w] Venezuela 1 0.01% ]

-

16

The above chart documents the nationalities of the cross-frontier workforce. This is a more diverse group than the
workforce of the 1960s due in part to the significant growth of the Gaming industry in Gibraltar where 2/3rds of
workers are cross frontier.!'”
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Cross-Frontier Workforce
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Gibraltar’s Cross-Frontier workforce has grown by
45.86% in the past 10 years.

In 2013, Cross-Frontier workers
earned approximately £207,250,000.

In 2015, the Net Output effect of Gibraltar in the Campo de Gibraltar area
(in Spain surrounding Gibraltar) was approximately £426,564,000.

The Cross-Frontier workers work mainly in Construction (13.3%),
Distributive Trade (21%), Hotels and Restaurants (9.5%) with services such
as online gaming, business services, and financial intermediation making
up the rest of the Cross-Frontier workforce (41%)."

In 2018, 50% of Gibraltar’'s workforce
was Cross-Frontier labour.™

A survey taken the same year documented that, 70.5% of Gibraltarians
reported having friends or family in Spain.™

The unemployment rate for La Linea in 2020 was 35%
compared to 1% in Gibraltar.™

40th Anniversary of the Full Opening of the Frontier Exhibition 57



: - r N ] : T
AT oncay, August 5, 2013 A TF W .0

An El Espafiol 2021 interview with former Partido Popular politician (Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation from
2011-2016) José Manuel Garcia-Margallo entitled: El plan secreto de Margallo para recuperar Gibraltar que Rajoy desechd
porque era “un lio” (Margallo’s secret plan to recapture Gibraltar, which Rajoy dismissed as “a mess”)'?

e ;Estaba usted mas comodo con el cierre de la verja que decreté Franco y que luego mantuvieron los primeros
gobiernos democraticos?

e Franco la cerrd y asi lo mantuvieron Adolfo Sudrez y Felipe Gonzalez. La verja se abrié porque los britanicos son
muy duros negociando. Cuando teniamos que entrar en la Comunidad Econdémica Europea, Thatcher grité: “O abris
o jamas entrais”. Me lo cont6 alguien que estuvo alli.

e Were you more comfortable with the closure of the fence decreed by Franco and then maintained by the first
democratic governments?

e Franco closed it, and Adolfo Suarez and Felipe Gonzalez maintained it. The fence was opened because the British
are very tough negotiators. When we were about to enter the European Economic Community, Thatcher shouted:
“Either you open it or you never get in.” Someone who was there told me that.

A 18th of July 2014 article on
YourGibraltarTV notes that “Dr.
Garcia, Deputy Chief Minister
[of Gibraltar] commented [...]
that [...] new data shows that the
flow rate of cars crossing into
Spain is deliberately reduced by
the Spanish border authorities.
[He stated that] the brunt of
this hardship is borne by EU
nationals, thousands of whom
are Spanish, who live in Spain and
work in Gibraltar. Needless to say,
residents of Gibraltar and tourists
are also being affected”!?®
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THE GIBRALTAR CABINET

Meeting to be held: Wednesday 11" June 2025 at 8am
No6& Convent Place
Gibraltar

In attendance: — E :DM L@. U\M—a/
l::hieﬁ%> Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Ots and Americas
The Hon Fabian Picardo KC MP The Rt Hon David Lam

%Vu—‘—*\ N % ngwﬂ/@{?
De‘lzw hief Minister Minister of State for Europe

The Hon Dr Jospeh Garcia CMG MP Stephen Doughty MP

el o

Minister for Inward Investment and the Savings Bank
The Hon Sir Joe Bossano KCMG MP

| Yeethqm
Minister forjustice, Trade and Industry
The Hon Nigel Fl./asthal_fn KC MP

b

Minister for Equality, Employme g
The Hon Christian Santos MP

e

The Hon Pat Orfila MP ™

Minister for Industrial Relations, Civil Contingencies and Sport & Leisure

The Hon Leslie Bruzon MP

Signatures of attendance at No. 6 Convent Place (seat of the Chief Minister of Gibraltar) of a meeting between the
Gibraltar Government and U.K. Ministers for a Treaty with the EU (European Union) on Gibraltar.
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THE GIBRALTAR CABINET

Meeting to be held: Wednesday 11™ June 2025 at 8am
No6 Convent Place
Gibraltar

Also in attendance:
AT il

MicHael Llamas CMG

HM Attorpey General for Gibraltar

Robbie Bulldth
Head of the FCDO’s Gibraltar Negotiations Team

AGENDA

1. The Chief Minister: welcomes the Secretary of State.
2. The Secretary of state and the Chief Minister: Merits of an Agreement between the UK
and EU in respect of Gibraltar.
. Allmembers: Conclusion and next steps.

EENOON  WARSHED)

CEE  SEESOY\

Signatures of attendance at No. 6 Convent Place (seat of the Chief Minister of Gibraltar) of a meeting between
the Gibraltar Government and U.K. Ministers for a Treaty with the EU (European Union) on Gibraltar.

40th Anniversary of the Full Opening of the Frontier Exhibition




GIBRALTAR -
CHRONICL

THURSDAY 12™ JUNE, 2025

Political deal ‘a moment of progress,
clarity and optimisny, but all await details

PRICE £1

Pt vz Fablan Picardaid

by Brian Reyes in Brussels

A historle political agresment
was reached on Wednesday for a
treaty on Glbraltar's post-Brexit
relations with the EU

The agreement Comes after
nearly four vears of prolonged
and intense negotistion and
speks to puarantee  fhnidity
across the border for both people

and goods, laying a foundation
for cress-harder prosperity
Chief Mimister Falian Picardo

The political a
tween the UK and the
has vet to be turped into 3 fi-
nal treaty text, was finatized in
Brissels durdng 2 highlevel

meeting between UK Foreign
Serretary Dravid Lammy,
European trade commissioner
Maros Safeovic, Spain's Minister
for Foreign Alfairs Jose Manuel
Alhares and Chisf  Minister
Fabian Picardo.

A cliuse agreed by all sides
makes "explicitly clear” that the
fina] treaty is without prejudies
to the respective legal positions

of the UK and Spain in respect of
sovereignty and jurisdiction.
“The main objective of the fu
ture agresment is to secure the
future prosperity of the whole
region,” the four negotiating par

tes sald In a joint statement.
"This will be done by remov-
g all physical barrlers, checks
and controls on persons and
gonds circulating between Spain
{Continued om page 2)

Getting you back on

Lammy and Picardo insist Schengen | track after a cyber attack.

immigration arrangements mirror

2020 agreement, despite concerns

= See page 17

' masbro

P i it it -
[ ——— ey L5

nen-matcr@masbrog
=350 200 76434

tenary Terraces

PLUS receive a £1,250
cash back housewarming
gift on us too!

Make Hassan Centenary Terraces your home and you could

Wl N your first year

of interest paid
up ta £10,000

A historic achievement: precisely 40 years after the full frontier opening of 1985 a post-Brexit Treaty in 2025

is announced.

“The agreement represents a balanced, pragmatic and mutually respectful solution laying the foundations for

freedom of movement of goods as well as people, and thereby for a future zone of shared prosperity that will

benefit both Gibraltar and the surrounding region."'?

4
Gibraltar
e detalls or email hetE

Ask in branch for nthank.gi
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